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AGAINST 1 
KING Charles the Furſt. ; 1 


N. B, The whole Account of Milton's Forgery ; 1 


is extracted verbatim from the Reverend 


Dr. Birch's Appendix to the Life of Milton. 4 
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The Firſt Volume contains, 
1. Andrææ Ramſzi Poemata Sacra. | 
2. Hugonis Grotii Adamus e 2 8 


The Second contains, 


1. Jacobi Maſenii Sarcotidos Libri tres. 
2. Odorici Valmaranæ Dæmonomachiæ Liber unus. 


| 1 Caſparis Bar)zi Paradiſus. 
4. Frederici Taubmanni Bellum Angelicum. | Libri tres. 


. Either of the Volumes may be had 
ſeparately, at 3s. Each. 
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Milton * of Forgery. 


MEN AVING ſome time ago publiſhed 
. H 5 an Eſſay on Milton's Uſe and Imita- 

tion of the Moderns, which I took 
E M the Liberty to' addreſs to the two 
8 ES Univerſities of Oxford and Cambridge; 
Il was encouraged by ſome Perſons of the moſt 
Illuſtrious Characters of the preſent Age, to 


of the principal Authors, whom the Engliſh 
Poet had undoubtedly conſulted in compoling 
= Paradiſe Loft. 

To this Propoſal I made anſwer, that I was 
ready to gratify their Deſire, by undertakin 
chat Employment; but that I was afraid I ſhould 
be able to produce no claim to Favour, which 
che Publick would much regard, unleſs I were 
permitted to addreſs the new Edition of thoſe 
Authors, propos'd to be publiſhed, to their 
illuſtrious and important Names, who adviſed 
the Revival of them. In this Requeſt many 
| Perſons of Diſtinction and Eminence both for 
| Quality and Literature indulged me. 

But * of thoſe Honourable Patrons ex- 
preſly ſtipulated, * the further proſecu- 
Ip | tion 
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( 2 3 
tion of that Undertaking, I ſhould n fo 


the furure to purſue Milton's Steps with Acri- 
mony, nor odiouſly inſiſt on his Imitation of 


thoſe Authors, but content myſelf with exhibit- 
ing them to the learned World, meerly on ac- 
Count of the Abilities of the different Writers, 
and the imrinfickDignity and Excellence of their 
- Subj With theſe Conditions 1 chearfully 
comply'd, and | promiſed punctually not to violate 
8 
Being honoar'd with fen illuſtrious Patrons, 
I immediately publiſhed Propoſals, for printing, 
in four Volumes in Octavo, ſeveral Modern 
Poets on ſacred Subjects in Latin Verſe, as 
mach with a view to reſtore the Dignity of 
ſacred Poetry, as that Readers of Penetration 
t then have the ampleſt Opportunity of diſ- 
covering the Exgliſb Poet's 5 by per- 


uſing thoſe 4 Originals without any illu- 


Ararions of mine. 

Being thus encouraged, I was in a fair way 
to procure a competent Subſcription for de- 
fraying the Expence of publiſhing thoſe Volumes, 
the Revival of which might have afforded no 


ſmall Satisfaction to Readers of Taſte and In- 16 


genuity, as the greater Part of thoſe Writers 
have expreſly treated of Milton's Subject, long 
before he enter'd upon it, ali of them being 


Britain. 


my Hope 


fcious of the Unpopularity of my Subject, un- 
fairly and ungenerouſly took occaſion from an | 
Overcharge of Twenty or Thirty Lines inmy | 
* Alton, 2 


1 
: " 
ſcarce, - and ſome hardly known by Name in | 


When this, I ſay, was the Cafe, all at once F 

s were daſh'd to pieces, and. my =" bu ; 
jet of publiſhing thoſe Authors entirely de- 7 
feated by the Reverend Mr. Douglas, who, con- 


„ (3) 

the Whole; tho? I ſtill maintain with no more 
Juſtice, than if, by paying Twenty Pieces, he 
ſhould falſely or vainly imagine he had con- 
ſcientiouſly diſcharged a Debe of a Thouſand. 
Abſurd Imagination! 


In this Dilemma, when I might exile have 
blunted the popular Fury, by alledging the 


few interpolated Verſes had, been tranſmitted ta 


me from my Correſpondents abroad, from whom 

I had received the Sarcotis of Maſenius, and the 
| Adamus Exſul of Grius in Manulcript ; I gene, 
rouſly ſcorned a Defence not founded on Truth, 
and reckon'd it ſuperlatively abſurd to expiate 
or juſtify one Error by the Commiſſion of ano+ 
ther. 


When I revolved in my Mind, what kind of 
Detence it would be moſt proper yo a Perſon in 
my Circumſtances to make againſt the Stream 
of popular Fury, which broke in upon me 
like a Torrent, and ſapp'd the Foundation of 
my Vefacity and Credit, I own I found myſelf 
laren embarraſsꝰ' d. 

Unable to determine any Thing nalitively i in 


my own Mind, then agitated with thoſe uneaſ 
Senſations, which every good Man muſt Fl 


when his Name is — , with Diſgrace, and 
his Reputation blaſted and torn to pieces, I had 
Recourſe to the Advice of my Friends; being at 
that time unwilling to violate the Stipulation I 
had enter'd into with ſeveral illuſtrious Perſons, 
not to purſue Milton any further with Acri- 
mony, when they honoured me with their Per- 
miſſion to addreſs to their Names the new Edi- 


tion of thoſe Authors, they encouraged 1 to 


revive. 

An ingenious Gentleman (for whoſe amazing 

Abilities I had conceived the hi Venera- 

W — in whoſe Candor and Friendſhip. I 
B 2 repos'd 
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' reſcuing. me from the Odium of the Publick, 


. 
repos'd the moſt implicite and unlimited Con- 
fidence) advis'd me to make an unreſerved 
Diſcloſure of all the Lines I had interpolated 


againſt Milton, with this View, chiefly, that no 


future Criticks might ever have an Opportunity 
of valuing themſelves upon ſmall Diſcoveries of 
a few Lines, which would ſerve to revive my 


Error, and keep the Controverſy eternally alive. 


With this Expedient, I then chearfully com- 


ly'd, when that Gentleman wrote for me the 


etter that was publiſhed in my Name to Mr. 
Douglas, in which he committed one Error that 
proved fatal to me, and at the ſame time in- 
11 to the Publick. For, in place of ac- 
knowledging that ſuch and ſuch particular Paſ- 

es only were interpolated, he gave up the 
whole Eflay againſt Milton as Deluſion and Miſ- 
repreſentation, and thereby impoſed more griev- 
ouſly on the Publick than I had done, and that 
too in Terms, much more ſubmiſſive and abject 
than the Nature of the Offence required. 
Tho this Letter, in many Reſpects, contain'd 


not my Sentiments, as plainly appears from the 


contradictory Poſtſcript ſubjoined to it; yet 
ſuch was my Infatuation at that time, and im- 
N Confidence in my Friend, that I ſuf- 
fered it to be printed in my Name, tho' I was 
previouſly informed by one of the greateſt Men 
of the Age of its hurtful Tendency, which 
I have ſince fully experienced to my Coſt. 
That the Gentleman meant to ſerve me, and 
was really of Opinion, that the Method he 
propoſed might probably prove effectual for 


and in ſome Meaſure reſtoring my Character 
to the {Honour it had loſt, I was then diſpoſed to 
believe. His repeated 1 of Friendſhip to me 

in conjunction with a 
| Reputas 


» 


tr 4 C31 » A; 


8 


CY 


Tho? it is certainly a moſt prepoſterous Method 


Thouſand. However, I cannot but . condemn 
myſelf, for placing ſo implicit a Confidence in 
the Judgment of any Man, how great or good 
ſo ever, as to ſuffer his Miſtakes to be given to 
the Publick, as my Opinion. 


I condemn my Friend's Apology, or to ſpeak 
more properly, his enormous Aggravation of 
my Offence; what better a one could I have 
made for myſelf, and what prevented me from 
doing it. | = * 
9 To theſe very important and material Queſ- 
tions J ſhall now reply. Firſt, as to my Offence z 
1 ͤam humbly of Opinion, it would have diſ- 
covered more Spirit and Candor to have re- 
criminated againſt Milton, by which the true 
Motive of the Interpolations would have been 
diſcloſed, and then to have replaced the few In- 
terpolations with paſſages equivalent that were 
genuine. This I could eaſily have done; and 
beſides I could have demonſtrated, that tho? 
theſe Interpolations had not' been made, there 
yet | remain'd a Plenitude of genuine Paſſages 
unimpeach'd, to evince the Truth of the Pro- 
poiition for which I contended, namely, Milton's 
Uſe and Imitation of the Moderns. : 
It will appear upon the moſt inconteſtable 
Evidence, that the part which Milton ated to- 
wards King Charles the Firſt, carried more Tur- 
ou in it, and was attended with worle Con- 
equences, than that part which I acted againſt 
Milton, - foe 
In order to blaſt the Reputation of Icon 577 
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Reputation univerſally eſtabliſhed for Candor 
and Integrity, left me little Room to doubt it: 


for a Criminal, in order to obtain Pardon for one 
Act of Felony, to confeſs himſelf guilty of a 
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Ale, Milton; with the moſt unparallel'd Eflreus 


ture of a Repriſal than a Robbery ! 
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tery, 8 a Prayer taken out of Sir 
Philip Sidney's Arcadia to be inſerted in his Ma- 
jeſty's Book, and then charged the King with 
open Plagiary. This was ſuch an Act of diſin- 
genuous Meanneſs, as all Men of Honour and 
Humanity muſt hold in Deteſtation, and the 
Luſtre of Milton's Fame ought not to cover ſuch 
2 moral Blemiſh, or to make that Crime ſeem 
little, which is in itſelf aggravated with many 
Complications of Guilt. 

To ſhew this Crime in its genuine Deformiry, 
I thought no Way could be more effectual than 
ſerving Milton as he had done the King; viz: 
illuſtrating one Crime by the Commiſſion of 
another, (leſs atrocious indeed) tho” of the 


lame Nature. 


. Were Milton ſtill alive, this Method could not 
but convey to his own Mind a very lively Senſe 
of the Atrocity of his Crime, for it would be 
foiling him by his own Weapons. But as that is 
not the Caſe, ſuch of his Votaries, as have not yet 


ſuffer'd their Admiration to degenerate into fran- 
tick Enthuſiaſm, muſt acknowledge a Guilt, 
which no Reputation can obliterate. 


I have always been of Opinion, that there is 
Not a more effectual Way of conveying to the 


Mind of a Robber a true Idea of that Terror 


and Confuſion he ſtrikes into the Heart of an 
unſuſpecting Traveller, than by ruſhing on him, 
when he himſelf is inattentive of Danger, and 


by Menaces equally brutal as thoſe he himſelf 


has uſed, obliging him to deliver again that Pro- 
rty of which he has deſpoiled another. A 
Conduct this which participates more of the Na- 


To this Conduct, however, I am well aware, 
many Objections may be raiſed, to whith I ſhall 


I, anſwer 


„„ 

anſwer in general, that I do not attempt ab- 
folutely to defend that Part as a right one, which 
is in its own Nature wrong. For I frankly own 
that to purſue even 2a good End by indirect 
Means is a palpable Deviation from Rectitude 
- 'Tho' at the ſame Time, I am not ignorant 
that many have —_— bad Actions (where 
the Intention has been good) if not with Ap- 
plauſe, yet at leaſt without Blame, according to 
the Poetr's Obſervation concerning the Action 
of Judith, . 1 


Cauſſa ſaleſt falto : Cauſſa mentimur boneſia: 
uvidiam nomæ detrabit illa m. 15 


Which elegant Diſtich may be thus paraphras'd: 


To ſwerve from Truth in an important Cauſe, 
Tho? not fo juſt, as to command Applauſe ; 
Yet gen'rous Minds will no Exception take, 
But ſpare th Offender for the Intention's ſake. 


Of this kind I conſider Foſeph's Action in 
charging Benjamin with ſtealing his Golden Cup, 
whach he himſelf had ordered privately to be 
convey'd into his Sack, with no other View, 
chan to explore how the Reſt of his Brethren 
ſtood affected towards him. Of the ſame Na- 
ture is the Action of Conſtantius the Emperor, 
who, to try the Hearts of his Courtiers, pro- 
claim d, that all thoſe who would not forſake 
the Worſhip of the true God, ſhould be baniſh- 
ed the Court, and have heavy Fines and Penal - 
ties inflicted upon them. Upon this, ſuch as 
were unfortify d in Religion, and ſerved him 
only for ſelfiſh Ends, forſook the true God, and 
worſhipped Idols: By this Artifice he diſcovered 
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fence may ſeem ; yet I deſpair not to offer. ſuch 
Alleviations of it, as may ſoften the Reſents 
ment, and blunt the Indignation of the Reader. 


It is well known, that the Reputation of Mil- 


ton is at preſent (and has been for ſome time 
paſt) ſo great in the World, that. all his politi- 
cal Errors, and even this blackeſt Act of ge- 
nuine Infamy, are entirely abſorpt in the Blaze 


of his poetical Fame. The Memory of King 


Charles the Firſt, by his Machinations, has in a 
great Meaſure been brought into Contempt; 
while, on the other Hand, his capital Adverſary 


and Slanderer has been praiſed, honoured, and 


imitated. 

It is well known, that when we conceive a 
violent Prejudice in favour of a Perſon, we 
very unwillingly believe any Report to his 
Diſadvantage, or if we believe it, we are apt to 
extenuate the Error, and confidet that as a 
trivial Evil, which is perhaps to the laſt degree 
atrocious and criminal. 

This Obſervation was never more powerfully 


verified than 1 in the Caſe now before us. Mil- 


ton's Forgery againſt the King, is either not cre- 
dited, or ſlightly thought of; conſidered not as 


an Effort of Malice, buta Stratagem of Policy 


and that Crime is explained away into a meer 
State-Trick, which I think is tinged with the 
deepeſt Dye that ever was treaſured in the Ma- 
gazines of Guilt. It was impoſing on the World 


by a Falſhood: It was adding Malice to Re- 
bellion, and committing a kind of barbarous 


Murder on the Reputation of his Martyr'd 


Sovereign, in order to tranſmit an odious 


Idea to Poſterity of the Integrity of the moſt in- 
Jur'd Monarch that ever Iway'd a Sceptre. 


who were the true n of God, whom he | 


intended to make his own. | | 
But however aggravated at firſt View my Of. 


35 

This Crime of Ain was thus flightly 
thought. ef of, tho? committed to blacken the Re- 
utation of a Prince, which could be done no 


Eherwiſe hut by Caluhnxy. But when the few In- 


terpalations,” which a well-meant (tho? it may be 
a raſh and unguar rded) Zeal for the Honour and 
Memory of the inur'd King, excited me to make 


againſt Milton, were diſcovered, no Epithets were 


thought ſufficiently ſevere for me: I was lam- 
poon'd in every publick Paper, my Character 
was torn to pieces, and my Name cover'd with 
all the Diſgrace which incensd Violence could 
invent, or cool Malevolence infli&. 

The Learned and the Unlearned, the Wiſe 


nothing elſe, unanimouſly conſpired in Wer 


8 ing me: However little my Offence was under 


ſtood, yet it became faſhionable to rail at the 


= Offender. Many, who would not ſcruple to 
ſerve the Purpoſes of Intereſt b . # 
real Forgery, were they not deterred by 

Authority of the Law, inveighed wich as Nach 


1 


4 Fon Virulence againſt the Literary Fraud co amitted 


by me, as if its Conſequences had been ab 


pernicious to Society as a real Forgery. Ee 
= were fo averſe from extending any - Indulgence 
W to a Fault, alleviated in a great Meaſure 
the Motives for committing it, as thoſe Peck 
vo either by the Inadvertency of their C onduct, 
or Depravity of their Hearts, are every D; 


2 4 guilty of ſuch Violations of Truth and Honour, 
as to ſtand in need of a Pardon for more enormous 


FTranſgreſſions. They who were in their Aer 
Ations merciful, ſcrupled not to ſhew ' 


Tenderneſs for my Error, which the moſt tan: 
cent reciprocally need; becauſe even the; 1 
Innocent are in a mords- genſe partially Se 755 


3 Such as were of a Temper too ſtubborn to be 


C moved 
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( 105) 
moved by Calamity, influenced by Principles 
of Humanity, or - ſoften'd by-the moſt humble 
Submiſſion, were rigid in condemning my 
Conduct as inexcuſable and infamous, when if 
their own moral Deportment were ſtrictly ex- 


amin'd by Maxims of Truth and Reaſon, the 


Epithets of Irexcuſable and Infamous might with 
more Propriety be apply'd to themſelves. | 
'T'own, indeed, that this Method of ſhewing 


the Atrociouſneſs of Milton's Crime was danger- 


But to whom was it dangetous ? Only to 


1 I have felt its Conſequences, more ſe- 


verely I confeſs than at firſt I apprehended : And 
as this Effort to do Juſtice to the Memory of 


King Charles the Firſt could be attended with no 


intereſted Views, I think my Enemies ought at 


leaſt to allow, that there is ſomething generous 
in endeavouring to do Juſtice. to a Prince ſo 
Jong deceaſed, and from whoſe Poſterity no Be- 


nefit can be rationally expected, at ſo great a 
Riſk, as few, Men ever choſe to run for their 


moſt intimate Boſom-Friend. Few Men have 


ever incurr'd ſo much Infamy and Ruin as I, by 
this, raſh, or if you pleaſe, unwarrantable Zeal 
for our abuſed Sovereign, whoſe Blood was ſhed 
by the Cruelty of ſome of his rebellious Subjects, 


and whoſe Memory was -wantonly traduced by 


the Malice of others. 
If it ſhould be demanded, Why this Zeal for 
the Honour of Charles the Firſt? What is 


Charles to me? or I to Charles? I anſwer, That it 
is my Principle to reverence his e and 


chat is ſufficient. 3 


141 
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| „ | 
But beſides the Reaſon already mentioned, 
and fo copiouſly inſiſted upon, there were other 
two ſecondary ones; which - induced me to 
commit theſe few Interpolations againſt Milton. 
I found ſuch an univerſal Bigotry prevail in 
Favour of the Engliſh Poet, that I wanted to 
make anExperiment, Whether popular Admira- 
tion could riſe to ſuch an enthuſiaſtic Height, 
as not to allow Milton's own Words to exhibit 


His Meaning. As I conjectur'd, ſo it prov'd ; 


for with ſuch a blind Zeal were ſome of Milton's 
Worſhippers intoxicated, that they even denied, 
that the- interpolated Lines bore ſuch a Reſem- 
blance to the Original, as to induce a critical 
and candid Reader to believe that Milton copy d 
them, but poſitively aſſerted, that the  Engiiſb 
Poet might have written in the ſame Spirit, 
tho? he had never conſulted thoſe Authors. To 
ſuch Extravagancies may Perſons even of good 


2X Judgment be - hurried, by the Enthuſiaſm of + 
X Admiration, and the Influence of Prejudice 


But there was yet another Reaſon, which 
induced me to interpolate a few Verſes into ſome 
of the Authors quoted by me againſt Milton, 
which was to extort a Confeſſion of the Reality 


and Exiſtence of them; a Circumſtance denied 
by ſome, and doubted by moſt of the Admirers 


of the Engliſp Poet, not in Converſation only, 
but in occaſional Defences which they made of 
him, with more Zeal than Knowledge. 


For I well knew, that ſuch was the Venera- 


tion paid to Milton by his Learned as well as his 
Illiterate Admirers, that if one Line. only were 
over-charged upon him, it could not poſſibl 

eſcape the Obſervation of thoſe whom Zeal would 
prompt, and Learning enable, to diſcover-it. I 


was likewiſe abundantly ſenſible,” that no ſooner 


ſhould the Diſcovery be made, than the numerous 


C 3 Partizang 
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his Partizans thould heap upon 
Milton's Forg 


impoſſible. 


Toſt, a Book to be met with at every 


. 


3 of that Poet would, as it were, riſe ö 


" up in Arms againſt the Contriver of the 


As 7 was convinced that this would N 
edly be the Caſe, ſo would it furniſh me With 


portunity :of retorting the Charge upon 
their . which, while it would vindicate 


the Character of King Charles the Firſt, would 
coyer them with Confuſion; for by reproaching 
me, the Malignity of the Crime would be ac- 
Enowledyed, and Afilton would unvoidably be 
fed to the ſame Severity of Cenſure, which 
me: For if my 
Interpolations ſhould be conſidered as a Crime, 
would {tiH rife m Turpitude. 
No one, ſurely, can ſuppoſe me ſo loſt to all 
Reflexion as ever to indulge a Dream, that my 
Interpolations could remain long undiſcover'd. 
Faddrefled the Book to the two Univerſities; 


where Men of the moſt extenſive Learning and 


Taſte are continually reſident. Milton has as 
many Admirers as Readers. And would it not 
have been the moſt ſuperlative Degree of Folly 
in me, fo much as to ſuppoſe, that thoſe learned 


Men would not trace me, and endeavour to 


reſcue their Favourite-Poet from the Charge I 
brought againſt him? I could not but believe 


that theſe two Famous Univerſities were poſſeſſed, 
at leaſt, of ſome of the Authors quoted againſt 


Milton, and confequently that ſuch an Examina- 
tion wonld paſs upon my Work, as would 
Tender the * o the Interpolations 


For certain] had I deſign 
fition' on the Publick, I never would have drawn 
Lines from 'Hog's Tranflation of the 8 
Sale, 

eſpecially, 
when 


pad almoſt ſaid at every Stall; 


n'd a laſting Impo- 


\ pi a RN. „„ 7 1 


other Verſions of the firſt Book, 


(13) - 
when beſides Heog's and Dr. Tr app's Tranſlation 


of the. Paradiſe Loft, I was poſſeſſed of two 
the one done by 
Michael Bold, and the other by one Power; 4 
Tranſlation, which few of the meſt induſtrious 
and inquiſitive Readers ever heard of by Name, 
and fewer {till are in Poſſeſſion of. Beſides, I 
could, with no great Difficulty, have tranſlated 
as many Lines myſelf from the Paradiſe Loſt 
into Latin, as would have been ſufficient for my 
For to ſuppoſe (as the Vindicator of A4/ton 
does) that I could be ſo deluded, as to imagine 
that there was not another Copy in Eugland of 
Hos Latin Tranſlation of Milton but my own, 
is to ſuppoſe me capable of an Abſurdity too groſs 


10 paſs upon a Mind more ſubject to Miſtakes 
than mine is; and I may without the Imputation 


of Vanity aſſert, that there are not many Scholars 
in Englayd better acquainted with that Kind of 
literary Knowledge. | BE” : 

Moreover, did I not freely diſcover from 
whence I had obtained Copies in Manuſcript of 
the Adamus Exful of Grotins, and the Sarcotis 
of Maſenius, namely from Leyden and Louvain, 
that whoever had Curioſity enough to trace me, 


might furniſh themſelves with Copies from the 


ſame Quarter? ; : 
Theſe are more than -Infirmations, nay, I think 


they amount to 2 full Proof, that I never meant 


a laſting Impoſition on the Publick; but that my 
Intention was only to awaken in the Minds -of 
People in general, and the Votaries of the 


Engliſb Poet in particular, an adequate Senſe of 


the extreme Heinouſneſs of Milton s Forgery a- 
gainſt his Sovereign; às alſo to prove by an Ex- 
periment to what an amazing Exceſs of idola- 
trous Enthuſiaſm, Admiration will ſometimes 


tranſport Literary Lovers. The 
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The faireſt Glow of Beauty has not a more ir: 


reſitible Prevalence over the Heart of a oung 
Inamorato, than the Prejudice of a Great Name 
has over the Mind of a Juvenile Scholar. When 
Milton was attacked, the Literary World roſe 

up in Arms, as much as a Worſhipper of Beauty 
is inflamed, when a Contempt is ſhewn for the 
Charms of his Miſtreſs. | 


But the Admirers of Milton ought at leaſt to 
confeſs one Thing, that they owe to me the Plea- 


ſure of vindicating him; and perhaps they owe 
to me alſo the Knowledge of ſome Latin Poets, 
of which it is a little ſhameful they ſhould have 


been ignorant, and at the ſame Time ſet up for 
Profound Scholars. To underſtand an Author 


throughly, it is not only neceſſary to enter into 


the Meaning of what he has written, to admire, 


applaud, and imitate ; but to learn the Means by 
which he has been able to rear his Fabrick, to ex- 


amine the Foundation and Ground-work; to ſe- 


arate Art from Nature; and, in ſhort, to diſcern 


dhe Progreſs of the Building through all its Gra- 


dations, till it riſes ſuch a finiſhed and beautiful 


kh as to dazzle the Eyes of all who behold it. 


The Means of thus underſtanding Milton, his 
AA ers owe to me: And I have at leaſt contri- 


buted towards the Illuſtration of one Beauty, of 
which many of his Followers ſeemed to be in- 


ſenſible, namely, „That when a Poet would 


+ write uponagrand or important Subject, he ought, 
as Milton has done, to conſult all thoſe who have 


gone before him on the ſame Subject, and to adopt 


very Idea fit for his Purpoſe, however inconſi- 
derable the Author may be who ſuggeſts it.“ 


As for the ſecond Queſtion, namely, What 


hinder'd me from making a better Apology for 
my Conduct, than that made by my ingenious 


| 1 * (which was, in — rather a capital Ag- 
+ | : ** | 


5 1150) Re 
gravation of my Offence, than an Apology) 1 
anſwer, The Promiſe I gave to ſeveral IIluſtrious 
Perſons, not to purſue Milton Steps with Acri- 
mony, at the Time when they were pleaſed. to 
honour me with their Permiſſion, to addreſs- to 
their Names a new Edition of thoſe Authors they 
deſired me to revive. ' 65 3 


For to have charged Milton with F orgery a- 


gainſt King Charles, thoſe Illuſtrious Perſons 
would doubtleſs have conſtructed a purſuing 


Milton's Steps with Acrimony, Forgery being 


' a Crime of a more aggravated Nature than Pla- 
giariſm, and conſequently they would have deem- 
ed me guilty of a Breach of Promiſe. _ + 
Should it be aſked, How I conceive myſelf now 
at liberty to inſiſt on my true and moſt material 
Topick of Defence; I anſwer, That having ſome- 


time ago addreſſed his Grace the Archbiſhop of 


Canterbury, in a printed Apology for my Conduct, 
and through his Grace, all the reſt of my I- 
luſtrious and Honourable ' Patrons, and that in 
a very ſubmiſſive Manner, for Reconciliation, 
but with regard to many of them without Suc- 
ceſs, I conſider myſelf as diſcharged from the 
Obligation of my Promiſe. Vos 
_. Such of my Patrons as had ſtipulated with 
me not to purſue. Milton any more with Acri- 
mony, having refuſed to admit me to their Fa- 
vour, or allow me, as they promiſed, to addreſs 
the ſeveral Original Authors to their Names, 
was certainly on their Part ſuch a Breach of Pro- 
mile, as render'd the Stipulation void, and left 
me without any Reſtraint to trace Milton either 
as guilty of Forgery or Plagiariſm, with as little 
| Reſerve as Mr. Douglas had treated me. 

His Grace, indeed, as became a Great and 


Good Man, and one who ſo worthily adorns the 


illuſtrious Station, to which he is deſervedly pro- 
„„ | _ _ .  - moted 


* 


T owed to myſelf and the World. 


from all Acrimony againſt Milton, I imprudent- 


I have been ever remarkable for uttering m 


noted in the Rs, was lead to forgive my 
Offence, receive me "into Favour, and, as an 
indubitable Proof thereof, continued his "Allow- 
ance t6 publiſh Ramſay's Sacred Poems under 
the Sanction and Patronage of his Name, and 


even honoured me with a — Certificate ſub: 


ſcribed by him, teſtifying I was ſo authoriſed » 
But as his Grace's amiable and truly Chriſtian 
Example has not been followed by thoſe, who 
were moſt expreſs in exhorting me to treat Aſilton 
with Decency and Reſpect; and as I have forſo 
long a Time undergone ſo much Infamy ane 


R h fer a Fault, which conſidered in iis 
moſt aggravated Extent, ought not to have enn 
tailed fo direful a Train of Conſequences, Iima- | 


gined an Att 40 retrieve my Character from 
that infinite Load ef Calumny under which it 
labours at preſent, by placing the Controverſy in 
a fair and juſt Light, and Biclofing: the true Mo- 
tives of my Proceeding, an indiſpenfble. Duty 


Thus it is plain, that While I prepoteouly en: 
and — obforving my Prone toabfiath! 3 


4y made Shipwreck of it in the moſt eminent 
2gree, being reputed by many guilty of the 
moſt Hagrant aac th that ever Was commit "wv 
ted. b 
This is che Arſt Time Jever Ader facrvel 0 
from the ftrict Rules of Juſtice and Prohity, 
liſtenꝰd to deſtruct ive. Counſel, through a daſtard- 
ly Timidity of offending Perſons advanced to 
an elevated Station in the World, or diſguiſed 
my real Sentiments on any Account whatever. 


Thoughts with too little Caution and Reſerve, t 


EI 5 and, in wy 
Ca e 


* 


Eaſe, I hive ſeverely ſuffer d for the Indiſcretion 


| with thoſe, who prefer the Fear of offending the 
= Powerful and Great, or any other Conſider- 
ation whatever, to the ſuperior Obligations of 
= Conſcience and Honour! | 
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tion of having deliberately committed a malicious 
Forgery, in order to impoſe on the Judgment of 
the Publick, to ſerve the Purpoſes of Intereſt : 
That I may not be ſuſpected of a Deſign to blaſt 
Alilton's Reputation by a Falſhood, as being un- 
capable to effect it by genuine and legal Evi- 
dence, (which, I confeſs, would have been inde- 
ſenſible at any Rate) and that my Name may 


not be proverbial for Wickedneſs to all ſubſequent 


Ages; I ſhall firſt diſcloſe a Scene of unparallePd 
villainy on Milton's Part againſt King Charles. 
his Villainy will ſtrike all, who duly attend to 
it, with Aſtoniſhment and Horror, and perhaps 
extenuate, if not juſtify, the extraordinary Strata- 


1 * 
„ 


the few Interpolations with genuine Paſſages, 


equivalent to the fictitious ones, that all candid 
and unbiaſſed Judges may be convinced, that no 
Penury of Evidence induced me to have Recourſe 
co their Aſſiſtance, but a Deſign to diſplay Mil- 
on's Forgery in a more odious Point of View, 
chan poſſibly I could have done any other Way, 
but by this Artifice. „„ | 
= | I can therefore eaſily replace the few inter- 
1 ee Verles, I hope it will, without Scruple, be 
believed, that the Reaſon I have juſt now aſſign'd 
for interpolating them, was the true one; and 
& conſequently, however I may be arraigned of Im- 

= prudence for. putting in Practice ſo bold and ſin- 


D. 3 Impru- 


of my Conduct. And may it never fare better 


That I may no longer lye under the Imputa- | 


z ” : Sp "ou 
_— 


| gular an Artifice to effect my Purpoſe ; yet that 
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e : 
Imprudence may be greatly extenuated, fince the 
Stratagem I made uſe of was deſign'd to accom- 
pliſn a Purpoſe ſo honourable to the King, and 
intereſting to the Lovers of Truth; and ſince 
(as the Sequel will inconteſtably demonſtrate) 
my Propoſition ſtood in no need of any other 
1 but ſuch as was unexceptionably le- 

I come now to diſcloſe Milton's Forgery a- 
gainſt King Charles, which was the principal 
Cauſe of my interpolating a few Verſes againſt 
Milton, which has occaſioned ſuch a hideous Out. 
| | cry - againſt me through the Kingdom; greater © 
| perhaps than if I had ridiculed the moſt facred 
=_ Truths of Chriſtianity, or called in Queſtion | 
| the Doctrines of a greater Teacher than Milion. 

| _ Having ſeveral Years ago carefully peruſed * 

the Reverend and Learned Mr. Wagftaff's 
excellent Vindication of King Charles the Firſt, 
with Regard to that Prince's Claim to the In, 
Baſfilike, where he proves his Majeſty's Title to 
that Performance beyond all Contradiction; and 
having alſo lately caft my Eye on the excellent 
Epitome or Abridgment of that Book made by | 
the Reverend Doctor Birch, in his Appendix to 
the Life of Milton; JI was aſtoniſhed to obſerve XK 
what an unfair Stratagem Milton had made uſe 
of to rob his Majeſty King Charles of the Honour 
of the forementioned Book, or at leaſt to render 
his Majeſty's Title to it uncertain and precarious, 
As that Artifice of Milton was only known 
to few, and as many Perſons ſtill are perſwaded, 
that the King was not the Author of Icon Baſilike, 
on the Authority of Milton's Aſſertion; and as 
I wasdeſigningto write a Diſſertation on Milton's 
Uſe and Imitation of the Moderns; J imagin'd 
J could not poſſibly put in practice a more 


effectual Stratagem to convey to Mankind the 
— Knowledge 


(19). 

Knowledge of Milton's Fraud, and at the fame 
Time exhibite a juſt Idea of the Atrocity of the 
Fact, than by turning his own Example againſt 
himſelf, the Equity of which Procedure 1s 


— by the Adage of the Poet. 
Sua quiſque exempla debet quo animo pati. 


But to proceed to Milton's Forgery againſt 
. King: It is abundantly clear by the 
| Diſſertation of the Reverend Dr. Birch (as he 
takes it from Mr. Wagſtaff) that Milton, in order 
to blaſt the Reputation of King Charles the Firſt, 
che undoubted Author of Icon 22 like, extracted 
a Prayer out of Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia, and 
5 1 oe the Printer of the King's Book, under 
ö ſevere Penalties and Threatnings, to! ubjoin it to 
a 9 is Majeſty's Performance, and then raiſed a 

ghideous Outcry againſt his Majeſty, for adopting 
Fa Prayer inſerted in a vain amatorious Work, 
9 as beneath the Dignity of pious Meditations, and 
the Sincerity of a devout Supplicant. 

As Milton, by that Impoſture, could eaſily 
. © prove, that the King was not the Author of this 
ro 1 Prayer, ſo he meant that an Inference ſhould be 
en, that he was not the Author of the Trea- 
tiſe itſelf; which Impoſture gain'd Credit at 
chat Time, and is ſtill believed by ſuch as have 
not examined this Controverſy, or whoſe Ma- 
lignity to his Majeſty's Memory diſpoſes them 
to credit any Account, how falſe or ſcandalous 
ſoever, if contrived on purpoſe to propagate his 
Majeſty's Diſhonour. 


2 2 7 
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2 Heart, that had not Milton, with ſuch unparallel'd 
Malignity, blaſted the King, I would not, upon 
any Conſideration, have either offer'd a Violence 
2 r 2M 
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I declare, therefore, in the utmoſt Sincerity of 


Ns. 
% 


re —% 


Ar 


* 
on 
6 P 
2 = 5 $$ 2.4 + 2 2 2 bes JIN" we N 2 
e CLIT Eo ES, ne bon nd PV sf, 
7 J „ — wh 2 r un 22 — 
8 - — - r 


* * N 5 F 


Bw Ie 


2 
8 


n 
4 S 3H 


— 


0 —— — 
"nw — —— — — — — — — — _ 
N » P — - — — » 


critical Diſquiſition on that Subject; J might 


I believe, be produced in the Annals of Learn- 


ing. 


weighed, it will evidently appear, that I was 


than where they are genuine, with a Deſign to Wl 


order that the Odium might, at laſt, rebound 


x (( 20 ) | 
to Truth, put an Impoſition on the Publick, 
tho* but for a Moment, or attempted to blaſt 
Milton's Reputation by a Falſnoode. 

For certainly had my Deſign been only to 
convict Milton of Plagiariſm, without any further 
Intention of diſcloſing his unexampled Wicked- 
neſs againſt King Charles, inſtead of writing a 


have contented myſelf with exhibiting to the 
Publick a new Edition of Milton's Engliſh Tran- 
ſlation of the Baptiſtes of Buchanan, which he 
publiſhed as an Original” Work of his own, 
Anno 164.1, under the whimſical Title of Tyran- 
nical Government Anatomized ; or, The Life and 
Death of John the Baptiſt. | 1 

A new Edition of this Tragedy, without any 
farther Induſtry in tracing the Steps of Milton. 
was ſufficient to prove him not only a Plagiary, 
but a Plagiary of the moſt unlimited Confidence, 


and diſtinguiſhed Magnitude : For a more 
flagrant Inſtance of this Literary Guilt cannot, 


When theſe few Conſiderations are ſufficiently vn 


ſo far from dreading a Diſcovery of my Inter- 

lations, that I wiſhed for nothing more. For 
as Milton forg'd againſt the King, and then | 
charged him with the Commiſſion of a Fraud 
he himſelf had framed, ſo did I by Milton. | RR 
have generally cenſur'd him with more Seve- | 
rity, where the Paſſages are interpolated, ö 


produce the greater Clamour againſt myſelt, in 


with redoubled Vengeance on the Head of Mi 11 


ton, by ſuch an Illuftration of his Guilt. 
4 oy That if 


1 

That this was my only View, I hope to make 
it as clear, as the Nature of the Thing is 7 * 
able of. If my Deſign was laudable, tho the: 
Method put in practice to accompliſh it was not 
ſcrupulouſly juſt, I may at leaſt merit Pardon; 
ſince by a ſlight Impoſition for a Moment, an 
important Truth will be. more fully diſplay'd, 
and eſtabliſhed in the Minds of Men for Ages 
to come. 
On any other Suppoſition but this, the Pub- 
lick, but particularly the two learned Univerſi- 
ties, could not but condemn me as a Man loſt 
to all Senſibility of Shame, and every Conſidera- 
tion of Candour, in ſupporting ſo bold a Charge 
of Plagiariſm againſt Milton at the Expence of 
Truth, and committing myſelf that Fault, or 
rather a worſe, of which I accus'd another. 
But that no one may imagine this Allega- 
tion of mine, that the Generality of People, 
upon Milton's Authority, believe that his Ma- 
jeſty King Charles was not the Author of Icon 
Baſilike, is an idle Fiction; I ſhall here faith- 
tully relate. the Converſation that happen'd be- 
twixt a Noble Lord, juſtly celebrated for his 
uncommon Wit and Penetration, as well as ſin- 
gular Generoſity and Candour, and me, upon 
this Subject, the firſt Time I had the Honour 
to wait on his Lordſhip, after preſenting him 
with a Copy of my Diſſertation on Milton. 

His Lordſhip, after teſtifying his Approba- 
tion of my Performance, and Surprize at the 
Novelty of the Diſcovery, and Curioſity of the 
Subject, was pleaſed to inform me, that his 
Majeſty King Charles the Firſt, in his Opinion, 
was guilty of a Piece of the moſt groſs and 
notorious Plagiariſm, that ever was committed 
by any Perſon whatever, in transferring a Prayer 
| 1 | er 


Icon "Baſe like o 


(22) 


out of Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia, and ſubjoin- 


ing it to his Icon Bafilike, as his own Compoſi- 
tion; and for the Truth of his Majeſty's having 
done ſo, his Lordſhip was pleaſed to quote the 
Authority of the learned and judicious Mr. 
Bayle in his Dictionary, 

I thought it my Duty to undeceive his Lord- 
ſhip in that Particular, by informing him that, 
Mr. Bayle was led into that Miſtake by the Au- 
thority of Milton, the grand Architect of that 


Contrivance, and next by that of Mr. Toland 


in his Amyntor, or Life of Milton, who had taken 


the officious Trouble, in order to enforce and 


propagate Milton's Forgery againſt the King, to 
extract Pamela's Prayer out of Sir Philip Sidney's 
Arcadia, and confront it with the ſame Prayer, 
as alter'd by * (or, as Milton and Toland 
falſly afirth, b the King) and ſubjoined to the 
4 his Majeſty. 

As this Account of Milton's Forgery againſt 


the King, could not but ſhock his Lordſhip ex- 
ccedingly, he was pleaſed to inquire of me, 


where I had met with this Narrative of that 
Matter; whereupon I referr'd his Lordſhip to 
the ingenious Dr. Birch's Appendix to the Life 
of Milton, prefix'd to a late Edition of that Au- 
thor's Political Works, in two Volumes in Folio, 
printed for Andrew Millar, Bookſeller in the 


Strand. 5 
This is a faithful Account of what paſt be- 


twixt his Lordſhip and me on that Subject. 


Now if a Man of the Earl of Ch. As fa 


perior Underſtanding, and general Acquain ance 


with Life and Things, was miſled by falſe Ac- 
counts of that Matter, we cannot reaſonably ex- 
pect but that the ſame Deluſion has paſſed on 
the Bulk of Mankind, leſs curious in examining 
1 Facts, and more ſubject to Then 
J have 


7 58 
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„ 

f have converſed with many others, who were 
equally unacquainted with this Fact, as his Lord- 
ſhip, by the ſame Miſrepreſentation ; but it would 
be ſuperfluous to mention them, ſince no Man, 
however judicious or penetrating, is remov'd 
above the Poſſibility of being deceived. 

But as I do not deſire that any one ſhould 
credit the Story on my Aſſertion, I ſhall preſent 
the Reader with an Account of that unparallel'd 
Scene of Villainy, as related by Doctor Birch in 
his Appendix to the Life of Milton; a Writer 
whom no one can reaſonably ſuſpe& of Enmity 
to him, and therefore his Account of the 
Matter may be the better depended upon. 


The Account is as follows. | 


There is one Objection more, ſays that 
« Reverend Author, which deſerves to be con- 


* ſidered; and that is with relation to a Prayer 
added to ſome Editions of the Icon, and in- 


« titled, A Prayer in Time of Captivity, which 
* ſeems to be borrowed from that of Pamela 
in Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia; both which 


* 


% fFrayers. I ſhall ſubjoin for the Satisfaction of 


« the Curious.“ 


The 
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the Merits of thy Son, our alone Saviour, 


1 24 


| | The Prayer aſcrib'd to King Charles I. 


Powerful and Eternal God! to whom 
nothing is ſo great that it may reſiſt, or 
ſo ſmall that it is contemned; look upon my 
Miſery with thine Eye of Mercy, and let thine 


infinite Power vouchſafe to limit out ſome Pro- 


portion of Deliverance unto me, as to thee ſhall 
ſeem moſt convenient. Let not Injury, O 
Lord! triumph over me, and let my Fault by 
thy Hand be corrected, and make not my unjuſt 
Enemies the Miniſters of thy Juſtice. But yet, 
my God ! if in thy Wiſdom this be the apteſt 
Chaſtiſement for my unexcuſable Tranſgreſſions; 
if this ungrateful Bondage be fitteſt for my 
overhigh Deſires; if the Pride of my (not enough 
humble) Heart be thus to be broken, O Lord! 


I yield unto thy Will, and chearfully embrace 


what Sorrow thou wilt have me ſuffer; only 


thus much let me crave of thee (let my craving 


O Lord! be accepted of, ſince it even proceeds 
from thee) that by thy Goodneſs, which is thyſelf, 


thou wilt ſuffer ſome Beam of thy Majeſty ſo to 


ſhine in my Mind, that I, who in my greateſt 


Afflictions acknowledge it my nobleſt Title to 
be thy Creature, may ſtill depend confidently | | 


on thee. Let Calamity be the Exercife, but 
not the Overthrow of.my Virtue! O let not their 
prevailing Power be to my Deſtruction! And 
it it be thy Will, that they more and more vex 
me with Puniſhment, yet, O Lord! never let 


their Wickedneſs have ſuch a Hand, but that 


I may ſtill carry a pure Mind, and ſteadfaſt Re- 
ſolution ever to ſerve thee without Fear or 
Preſumption, yet with that humble Confidence, 
which may beſt pleaſe thee; fo that at the laſt 
I may come to thy Eternal Kingdom, through 


Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 
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The Prayer of Pamela. Sear 
Al ſcaing Light | and Eternal Life of all 
that is may refit, or ſo ſmail that it is contemned ; 
took upon my: Miſery with thine Eye of Mercy, and 
let thine infinite Power vouchſafe to limit out ſome 
Proportion of Deliverance unto me, as to thee ſhall 
ſeem moſt. convenient. Let not Injury, O Lord! 
triumph over me, and let my Faults ly thy Hand 1 
be corretied; and make not mine unjuſt Enemy GE 4 
= che Miniſter of thy Fuſtice. But yet, My God! _ ? 
F in thy Wiſdom this be the apteſt Chaſtiſement = 
Vor my . unexcuſable Folly ; if this low Bondage be iN 
gàJWiieſt for my. ever-bigh Dyfires ; if the Pride of | A 
a not-enough: humble Heart be thus to be broken. ; 325-108 
o Lord! I yield to thy Will, and joyfully embrace 9 
"== - 2vbat Sorrow thou wilt have me ſuffer ; only thus .M: 
4 much let me crave of thee (let my Craving, O f | 
Tord be accepted of thee, fince even that pro- 1 
seeds from thee) let me crave even by the nobleſt 
RR. Te, which in my. greateſt Afﬀittion I may. give 
"2328. myſelf, that I am thy Creature; and by thy Good- 
ue, which is thyſelf, that thou wilt ſuffer ſome 
Beam of thy Majeſty to ſhine into my Mind, that 
rt may ſtill depend confidently on thee, Let Cala- 
nich be the Exerciſe, but. not the Overthrow of 

0 VJirtues] Let their Power prevail, but prevail 

vr to Deſtruction] Let my Greatneſs be their Prey! 

Let my Pain be the Sweetneſs of their Revenge. 
Let them (if ſo it ſeem good unto thee) ven me with / 
ore and more Puniſhment ! But, O Lord] let never 
—_=- heir Wickedneſs have ſuch an Hand, but that I may 

in a pure Mind in a pure Body. And pauſing a 
= Vile; Aud, O mot Gracious Lord! ſaid ſbe, 

y . 2vhatever becomes f ne, «preſerve 5 the Virtuous 
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Milton, in his Tconoclaſtes, ſpeaks upon occs: 
ſion of this Prayer as follows: Who would 
have imagined ſo little Fear in him of the true 
all- ſeeing Deity, ſo little Reverence of the Holy 
Ghoſt, whoſe Office it is to dictate and preſent 
our Chriſtian Prayers; ſo little Care of Truth 
in his laſt Words, or Honour to himſelf, or 
to his Friends, or Senſe of his Afflictions, or 
of that ſad Horror. [re#ius Hour, ] which was 
upon him, as immediately before his Death to 

into the Hand of that Grave Biſhop who 
attended him, as a ſpecial Relique of his faintly 

_ * Exerciles, a Prayer ſtolen word for word from 
the Mouth of a Heathen Woman, praying to 

a Heathen God; and that in no ſerious Book, 

| but in the vain and amatorious Poem of Sir 
WW Philip Sidney's Arcadia; a Book in that kind 
= full of Worth and Wit, but among religious 
Thoughts and Duties not to be named]; nor 
to be read at any time without good Caution, 
much leſs in time of Trouble and Affliction to 
be a Chriſtian's Prayer Book? * In _ to 
- this, 


This Language ill becomes Milton, who, while he was = 
writing this Exclamation in the Preſence of the GOD f, 
. TRUTH, could not but be conſcious, that he himſelf was com- 
mitting the moſt perjur'd A& of Falſhood : He here blames | 
King Charles for daring to call this particular Prayer his own, 
and popping it into the Hands of a Grave Biſhop, a5 4 
Monument of his Piety, which the King never claimed, and 4 
Which we have no Evidence, but Milton's impudent Aſſertion, 
that he ever made uſe of; which, however, is ſo excellent | 
in its kind, that ſuppoſing his Majeſty had uſed. it, his Devo- 
tions could not have been diſgraced by its finding a Place lt 
amongſt them. | FF. 


The Conduct of Milton in propagating this Calumny, Þe- 
ſides its Virulence, carries in it ſomething contemptible and 
> filly, and for ever tranſmits him to Poſterity, ſtigmatized wi 

the moſt infamous Brand of, an Oazous and 1 fs 
which onght | juſtly to entail ev erlaſting Diſgrace on 1 
FA. Memo . _ # b : 


* 
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* the Author of Icon Aclaſios, The Image 
— publiſhed in 16 Gl, oblerves, 15 That 
gc after the firſt Edition of his Majeſty's Book, 
« the Printers finding the great vent of them, 
« in the following Editions, printed Prayers 
and other Things in the. King's Name, not 
< belonging to the Book. Among theſe Papers 
<< there is à Prayer taken out of the Arcadia. 
4 That Prayer is neither made by a Heathen 
« Woman, nor to a Heathen God, but 1s 
% compos'd by the Author, a Chriſtian, with- 


NY © out Reference to any Heathen Deity; and 


« the Author is not thought to unchriſten 
c Prayer by it, the Libeller himſelf ſaying, 
« The Book in its kind is full of Worth and 
« Wit. But as his Outcry hath no Cauſe from 
<« the Matter, ſo here is no Evidence of the. 
« Fact, that his Majeſty made uſe of the 

« Prayer, or popt it into the Biſhop's Hand, 
<« as a Relique of his Exerciſe, though he might 
<« warrantably have uſed it, and proteſs'd jt. If 
<« his Majeſty had uſed the Prayer, or deliver'd 
c it, as he imagines, no Man of Chriſtian 
& Sobriety could charge the Fact with Crime. 
What one Word or Sentence is there in that 
Prayer, which a Chriſtian may not _ uſe ?” 
Mr. Thomas Wag ſtaffe gives us a very particular 
Account of this Affair; and obſerves, That 
tho' he ſees no Reaſon, why a Man may not 
uſe good Expreſſions in his Prayers, let them 
be borrowed from whom they will, as well as 
a good Sentence out of a Heathen Writer, and 
which was never any Blemiſh, tho? on the moſt 
pious Occaſions; yet there is great Reaſon to 
believe, that the King did never make uſe. of 
that Prayer, for that is not found in the firſt, 
vor in ſeveral other the moſt early Editions 


E 2 of 


028) 


of this Book. He then gives us a Catalogue of 


the ſeveral Editions of Eiton Bafiliłꝭ, both with 
and without the Prayers, mentioning the Size 
of the Volume, the Time of Printing, the Num- 
ber of Pages that the Contents conſiſt of, and 
the Number of the Pages of the Book itſelf, 
when there were any ſuch. From this Cata- 
logue it appears, that there are no leſs than 
Twenty- nine Editions without the Prayers, and 
Seventeen of them pyinted in 1648, and that 
there were Twenty-ſeven Editions with the 
Prayers. He acquaints us likewiſe, that fince 
the firſt Edition of his Vindication, in 1693, 
he had received a full and convincing Informa- 
tion concerning the Myſtery of this Prayer, 
that it was an Artifice of Bradſhaw or Milton, 
or both, and by them ſurreptitiouſly thruſt into 


the King's Work, to diſcredit the whole. This 


Information comes originally from Mr. Hills 
the Printer, but convey'd by two worthy Gen- 
tlemen, and againſt whom there can be nq 
poſſible Exception, Dr. Gill, and Dr. Bernard, 
who were both Phyſicians to him, and very 


intimate with him. And becauſe their Teſti- 
mony is ſo very important, the Reader ſhall | BW 


have it in their own Words, from a Letter of 


Dr. Gill to the Honourable Charles Hatton ; a 
Eſquire, at the end of which is added the Teſti- 
mony of Dr. Bernard, and which I have now *! 


in my Cuſtody ; and is as follows, verbatim. 


1 ; May 1. 1694. 
. hee 
J moſt readily comply with your Requeſt, 
8c in informing you, from whom I heard what 
56 I was ſaying, (the laſt time _ = _— 
*# to be in vour C ) that I was told 
EN e n Pamela 


R N 


Ld 


-_ 
Rees 


C 
„ Pamela's" Prayer was tranfer'd out on 0p = 9 
1 Philip Sidney s Arcadia into Elton Baſliie, = 


by a Contrivance of Bradſpaw's-2d Milton's. 
« Sir, I make no ſecret: of it, and F. fre 5d 
« tell you my Author, who was Mr. Hills, 
« Oliver's. Printer. And the Occaſion, as he 
« many Years ago told me, was this: Mr. 
« Dugard; who was Milton's intimate B riend, 
« happened to be taken printing an Edition of 
the King's Book. Milton uſed his Intereſt 
ce to bring him off, which he effected by the 
Means of Bradſhaw, but upon this Condi- 
4 tion, that Dugard ſhould add Pamela's Prayer 
«© to the foreſaid Book he was printing, as 
4 an Attonement for his Fault, they deſigning 
thereby to bring a Scandal upon the Book, 
« and blaſt the Reputation of its Author; 
<« purſuant to which Deſign, they induſtriouſly 
« took care afterwards, as ſoon as publiſhed, 


20 


ce to have it taken notice of. Mr. Hille hath 4 
« affirmed this ſeveral times to me of his A 
« own Knowledge; and I need not tell you ] 
© how eaſy it was for him to know it, wha g 


<« being a forward and confiding Man, was in 
* moſt of the Intrigues of that time, and in- 
« truſted with Bufmeſs of the greateſt Privacy 
by the then Governing Parties; and no Man 
« that I have met with, was better verſed in 
< the ſecret Hiſtory of that Time than him 
* ſelf, as I have found by the often Diſcourſe 
I had with him; for being his Phyſician for 
* ſeveral Years, I had many Opportunities to 
F talk with him about thoſe Affairs, from 
b whom I have received a different Account of 
*© the Tranſactions of thoſe Times, than whar 
* was commonly known or made Publick, and Fa A 
many Paſſages that I was a Stranger to before. 1 
| oP r 1 


(30) 
& Thus, Sir, I have given you my Authority 
for what I have ſaid; which, if 4e wr 
* you may communicate to the reſt of your 
& Friends, and believe me always, 0p 


&« Your moſt humble Servant, 
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I | Tho. Gill.” 8 

e T do remember very well, that Mr. Henry 'ZF 

i ce Fills the Printer told me, that he had heard 
Wt! << Bradſhaw and Milton laugh at their inſerting 0 
1 % a Paper out of Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia 5 
"= „ & at- the End of King Charles's Book, and then 1 
i Milton had jeer'd it in his Anſwer; adding: 5 
iſ « withall, that they were Men would ſtick at ths 


nothing, that might gain their Point. And 
«mis 1 teſtify, 


& May roth, 1694. Francis Bernard.“ 


| To this may be added part of a Letter written 
Hm a Year before by Dr. Bernard to Dr. Goodall, 
5 in theſe Words: Ds 


& Concerning the Prayer out of Sir Philip Þ| 
ll C Sidney, (which Milton makes a great Buſtle 
1 about) I remember Henry Hills, who was 
& Oliver's Printer and my Patient, told me, 
& amongſt other things, of the Artifice of that 
Party; that he had heard Bradſhaw and Mil- 
h e ton laugh, how they had put a Cheat upon 
1 8 the World; and in order thereunto had 
& printed the whole Book anew, that they 

« might add that Prayer thereunto; and that 

te they were not more ſtudious of any thing 


% than to rob that good King of the Repu- 
| Fa. = &« tation 


Fw? L 
« tation of that Book. I doubt not, but Dr; 
% Gill can remember ſomething to this pur. 
4 poſe from the ſame Hon Hills. ' Ii 


66 Your moſt aſſured humble Servant, . 


« March 13th, 1693. Francis Bernard.“ 


* 99 3 Edward Hooker, who was Corrector to 
Mir. Dugard's Preſs, when the [con was firſt 
printed there, declares © That Mr. Dug ard 
« having printed this Book, and it coming to 
be known, he was thrown into Priſon, and 
& turn'd out of Merchant-Taylor's School; 
* and Hooker, to ſave himſelf, went to travel for 
* ſeveral Years; and that, during his Travels, 
he had by ſeveral Letters, an Account given 
him by Mr. Dugard what he had ſuffer'd in 
this Service; in which Letters he remembers 
the following Expreſſions: They have dealt 
„ with me worſe than the Devil did with Job, 
« having taken all from me, yet left me all 
muy Children. And that the ſaid Mr. Dugard 
* acquainted him in the faid Letters, That 
his Wife made Application to Preſident Brad- 
„ ſaw for his Releaſe, who told her, that he 
* might come out, if he would take Advice of 
a Friend of his, and then he. need not he 
in Priſon. And accordingly Mr. Milton was 
I ſent to him, who offered him his Liberty, 
if he would do what he would have him, 
- © who refuſed his Propoſals, ſaying, God's Will 
be done, tho I be undone! But, ſaid he, 
. * how my Wife and they juggle together, I 
now not; but I ſhall get out, and when 
I am, I will write to my Dear Hooker, and 
* follow your Chriſtian . Advice, to be a free 
; - | « Priſoner 
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(32) 
be. Priſoner in the Interim. And Houten believes 
te that Mr. Dugurd's Wife printed Pamelas 
<< Prayer taken out of Sir . Philip:Sianey's Ar- 
c cadia, with the Alterations made in it, as 
one of the Conditions of ber-Huſband's Res 
66 leaſe out of Priſon.” 


4 


To this we may ad the Following Obſerva- 
tions of Mr. Mag ftaffe : Firſt, That it does not 
'any where appear, that Sir Philip Siducy s Hr- 
cadia was a Book which the King uſed to read 
or delight in. And Sir Thomas Eder, who 
waited on the King from the time of his Im- 
priſonment at Holdeniy to his Death, and had 
the Charge of the King's Books, and gives -a 
particular Account of what Books the King read, 
either in his ſerious Studies, or for Diverſion, 
makes not the leaſt Mention of the Artadia; 
whereas Milton was very well acquainted with 
chat Book, and had ſpent muchatime in wading 
it. 


Secondly, It deſerves" En quiry, bos zit Was, 
that cauſed theſe Prayers to be printed, or by 
+whoſe-Hands they were convey'd to the Preſs: 
Allthe Prints, which give any Account of them, 
- only ſay, that they — delivered by the King 
nta the Hands of Dr. Juron, Biſhop "of Lenden, 
dat his Death. And this is — by Mil un, 
: Who: writes: thus, - © As immediately before his 
<< Death to pop into the Hands of that Grave 
Bito. Who attended him, as a ſpecial Reli- 
ic que of his ſaintly Exerciſes, Prayer Auen 
<« word for word, &c.“ 
Now from hence it will ap opadr plainly, 
That that Party, and they e . Per- 
>ſons-who+ convey'd the Prayers: to the Preſs, 


and cauſed. them to be. printed ; ſince what 
| — 
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W Papers ſoever the King might deliver to Biſhop 


have from the King, even to Scraps and Par- 
= cels; and moreover rifled all the King's Clothes, 
Scrutores, Cabinets, and Boxes, and whatever 
tmey found, they kept in their own Hands. 


This Mr. Wagſtaffe proves from the Author 


of Regii Sanguinis Clamor, p. 83. Sanderſon's 
Hiſtory, p. 1139. Dr. Bates Elenchus, and 
poctor Perinchief's Life of King Charles I. And 
BE hc obſerves from hence, «That it was utterly 


impoſſible for Biſhop Juxon, or any Perſon 


from him, or indeed any of the Royal Party, 


to tranſmit thoſe Papers to the Preſs, of 
any other Papers which the King deliver'd 
to Biſhop Fuxon, or left behind him in his 
Pockets, or any where elſe within the Com- 
paſs of their Power: For they. were all 
taken, and never (like thoſe of Naſeby) re- 


ſtor'd again; but all was kept in their own 


Cuſtody. The Concluſion is this ; That after 
that Time, whatſoever was printed muſt come 


from themſelves ; and if any of the Papers, 
that the King deliver'd to Biſhop Juxon at 


his Death, were made publick, they are the 
Perſons, who were the Publiſhers, and no 


others. And there is no doubt, but that 


Milton himſelf firſt brought theſe Papers, 
and got them printed at Dugard's Preſs, and 
from thence quickly tranſlated to Mr. Roy- 
ſJton's.” For every little Addition having the 


King's Name to it quicken'd the Sale, and made 
all the Bookſellers, ſo ſoon as they had notice 
F of 


he could print none of them, nor yet 
keep them to himſelf; for the Regicides im- 
mediately ſeiz d and impriſon'd him, and exa- 
| min'd him with all poſſible Rigour, and ſearch- 
cad him narrowly for all Papers, that he might 
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of it, add the Prayers to their own Editions, 


ſuppoſing them all genuine, not being conſcious 
of Milton's FORGERY ; but however very 
inſtrumental, tho? innocently, to ſpread and pro- 
pagate it. 

Tis very probable, that ſome of theſe Prayers 
were ſuch as were uſed and penned by the 


King, For it had been ridiculous and impo- 


litic, to have counterfeited Four Prayers, when 
it was one only they had to play upon; and 
they ſuffer'd thoſe that were genuine to paſs, 
to give Countenance to the other. And 
Milton having them in his Hands, he added 
this of his own coining to the Reſt, to diſcredit 
the whole, and to ſupply himſelf with Matter 
to burleſque the Book, and to abule the King. 

Mr. Wagſtaffe tells us, That he has very good 
Evidencc, that the King left but Three Prayers 
behind him, and delivered to Biſhop Juxon no 


more but Three Prayers; and that is the Teſti- 


mony of Mrs. Fotherley, above mentioned, who 
declares, That within two Days after the King's 
Death, ſhe ſaw in a Spaniſh Leather-Caſe Three 
of thoſe Prayers, that are printed in ſome, if 
not in all the Editions of that Book, which 
were ſaid to be uſed by him in the Time of 
his Reſtraint, and delivered to the Biſhop of 
London at his Death; from whom they were 
taken away by the Officers of the Army; and 


it was from one of thoſe Officers, in whoſe 


Cuſtody they then were, that ſhe had the Fa- 
vour to ſee them; and that the Perſon, who 
ſhew'd her thoſe Prayers, ſhew'd her alſo the 
George, with the Queen's Picture in it, and 
two Seals, which were the King's. 

This further confirms- the Truth, ſays Mr. 
Wagſtaffe, that the Prayers were only in their 
| Cuſtody ; 


* 


. Cuſtody; and moreover, that the Number of 


35 


theſe Prayers was but Three; the Fourth is their 


& 


own; and Milton vouchſafed to print the other 
Three, for the ſake of the Fourth; and he was 


contented that the World ſhould ſee ſome of 


the King's Prayers, provided he might add on 
more to diſparage all the Reſt. 
It appears alſo from the Teſtimony of Mr. 
Roger Norton, Mr. Raoyſton's Printer, dated 
Auguſt 8, 1693, that King Charles II, had fo 
little Opinion of the Prayers, added to the Icon, 
that when Mr. Royſton aſk*d his Leave for the 
reprinting it in 1680, he gave him Leave, but 
expreſly order'd him to omit thoſe additional 
Prayers. It is to be obſerved, this is Five Years 


after the pretended Memorandum. It ſeems, . 
that King Charles II was then ſatisfy'd, that the 


Book was his Father's, and he took fo much 
Care of it, as to throw out what he ſuſpected 
might be ſuppoſititious. | 

Mr. Norton obſerves, that Mr. Royſton Iik'd this 
Order of the King very well, for he. feared, 
whilſt he abſconded, his Servants had ſome 
Tricks put upon them in the additional Prayers, 
tho* he could not ſay certainly, that he who 
brought them to his Servants, was ſent by Mr. 


Milton; but he much ſuſpefted it. Mr. Norton 


added, that Mrs. Royſton could tell, that her 
Huſband, by the Men then in Power, had 
great Sums of Money offer'd him, if he would 


. Jay, that the King was not the Author of that 


Book; and that he himſelf (Mr. Norton) had 
often heard him ſay the ſame. _ 
Mr. Toland, in his Amyntor, treats Mr. Hill's 
Evidence asof no Weight, he having turned Papiſt 
in King James II's Reign, in order to be that 
King's Printer, and og a great deal of Pains 


to 
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(36) 
to prove, that Pamela's Prayer was us'd by the 
King ; * Which from him, as Mr. Wagſtaffe 

* obſerves, is the pleaſanteſt Thing in the 


World. He hath all along been endeavour- 
ing to prove the whole Book a Forgery, 


« and father'd upon the King; and why not 
« the Prayer too? Why is not the E 
<« Dr. Gauden's, as well as the Book alſo? And 
< his Reaſan for this makes it yet more Pleaſant, 
“ which is that Mr. Royfor printed it, Why? 
< Mr. Royſton printed the whole Book, and 


. ** moreover affirms that it was brought to him 


„ from the King, which is more "than was 


„ ever ſaid of the Prayer. And if Mr. Royſtor's 


Printing and atteſting are not ſufficient to 


< prove the Book genuine; how comes his 


* bare Printing, without any further Circum- 
c ſtance, to be ſuch an extraordinary Proof, 


© for the Uſe of the Prayer?“ 


So far the Reverend Dr. Birch from Mr. 


Wagſt affe. 


This is ſuch a Scene of monſtrous Villainy, 
that I much queſtion if any Age of the World 


can parallel it; with which when mine is com- 


par'd, it bears no greater Proportion than a Drop 
of Water to the Ocean. Whoever therefore was 
offended with my Injuſtice, Falſhood, and For- 
gery againſt Millon, (and who was not?) may 
now with as much more Juſtice diſcharge his 


Fury and Reſentment againſt theſe Crimes in 


Milton, as his Character was inferior to the 
King's in Dignity, and as my Offence was com- 
mitted in a far leſs ſerious Affair than the other's, 
and not without great Provocation, in Requital 
of his Example; which Procedure of mine 
againſt Milton, (tho' I pretend not thereby en- 
tirely to exculpate my own Conduct) is Juſtify d 
by the Adage of the Poet. 


q 37) 
Agua refert, , quod Jack ipſe, refert. 


N. B This whole Diſſertation concerning Mil- 
tons Forgery againſt King Charles is entirely 


omitted in the new Egition. of Milton's Political 


Works, lately printed in two Volumes in Quarto. 
The Reaſon of this Omiſſion I ſhall leave to the 
' Conjecture of every Judicious Reader. 

If my Judgment were aſked on that Head, 

[ —_ without heſitating reply, That the In- 
enious Editor ſeems to imitate the Example of 
a prudent Governor, who timeouſly abandons 
the Garriſion, he is conſcious he is no longer 
able to defend. 

But I muſt do that Reverend Gentleman the 
Juſtice to confeſs, that his Opinion is, that Mil- 
ton is not guilty of the Crime charged upon 
him; Milton and Bradſhaw too, in Dr. Birch's 
Opinion, being Perſons of more Honour than to 


be 8 of putting ſuch a vile Trick upon the 


ing: 2 


Riſe um teneatis, Amici 


Heavens! a Clergyman of tha Church of En- 
gland to entertain ſuch an Opinion of the Honour 
of two ſuch Arch-Rebels and Regicides, as 
Bradſhaw and Milton! It looks indeed as if he 
accounted it an Honour to have been a Member 
of the Oliverian Pondemonium at We ſtminſter ; 
the one, as is well known, having no leſs im- 
ee e than unjuſtly pronounced Sentence of 

eath againſt his lawful and innocent Sovereign, 
and the other having moſt audaciouſly preſumed 
in print to juſtify the foreſaid unjuſt Sentence, 
tho* by Arguments as wretched and inconcluſive 


Guch as * repreſents his Lucifer making 8 85 
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ä (638) 
of, bearing Semblance of Worth not Subſtance 
as the Latin is generally bad. 
Much of a piece with Dr. Birc#'s high Senti- 
ments of Milion's Honour is my worthy Anta- 
goniſt's 


* 


* This is the Opinion of the learned Morhowius, who re- 
marks, that it is pleaſant to obſerve Milton accuſing the In- 
comparable Sa/maſius, as guilty of Soloeciſms and Barbariſms, 
when he himſelf ſtands vaſily more obnoxious. to the ſame 
Cenſure ; in proof whereof he preſents his Readers with the 
following Flowers of Miltonian Eloquence, Miſer Gramma- 
tiſta | Fortuna hallucinante res nofiras ! Populus adſentivit 
petitioni nofire | Magnitatem animi ! Econtra! Wc. And yet 
Milton has been thought hitherto by his partial and bigotted 
Admirers to have wrote that Language. with Ciceronian 
Elegance and Purity; tho' the Blunders juſt now recited 
would be penal in a School-Boy ; and tho' the Writer, as 
we have been informed, for ſeveral Years taught the Latin 
Tongue, and even compiled a Latin Diftionary. Yet after 
all he has ſhewn himſelf an arrant Bungler in his Profeſſion 
by the Grammeatica! Blunders juſt now taken notice of. 

For his Preſumption in blaming the moſt Learned Salma- 
ius for Faults he was guilty of himſelf, I think we may 


juſtly reprove him in the Words of the prudent Moraliſt : 


Turpe eſt Doctori, guum culpa redarguit ipſum. 

Let my Antagoniſt defend him here too, if he can: I defy 
him, and all his Abettors, numerous as they are, the pro- 
foundly learn'd Mr. Boæules himſelf, his wonderful Coadjutor, 
whoſe important Diſcovery of 18 or 20 Lines overcharged 
on Milton (a Fraud never deſign'd to be kept ſecret) Mr. 
Douglas had the Honour to retail to the World, not ex- 
cepted. Bat for the further Encouragement of Milton's partial 
Admirers, or rather blind Idolaters, I afſure them, that 


when I can find Leiſure to run over his treaſonable, or rather 


execrable Declamations in Latin, with a Critical Eye, I de- 
ſpair not to cauſe my Gleanings overtop the other's Vintage: 
In the mean time, Milton's blaming Salmaſius for writing 
falſe Latin, while guilty of that Fault himſelf, is intirely of 
a piece with his Preſumption in accufing King Charles of 
Plagiariſm, tho? to ſupport that Charge he was forced to have 


recourſe to a piece of the blackeſt and moſt unjuſtifiable For- 

gery that ever was praQtiſed ; and, over and above, was him- 
ſelf King of Plagiaries beſides; Witneſs his innumerable 
Thefts in Paradiſe Los, not to mention his tranſlating the 
Baptiſſes of Buchanan, and paſſing it on the World, as an 
original Performance of his own. 


. 


(39) 
goniſt's Opinion of Milton's generous and 
manly Notions with regard to Religion. Is 
it poſſible theſe Men can be in earneſt when 
they thus ſpeak ? Good God! Milton's Hon- 
our! Milton's Religion! What were they? 
Or where were they? Was it true Religion 
then, to do what lay in his Power, to abo- 
liſh the Hierarchy of the Church, and the 
Monarchy of the State? Was it true Honour 
then, and true Religion to do what lay in his 
Power to embrue the Kingdom with the royal 
and innocent Blood of a moſt excellent King, a 
moſt pious, worthy and learned Prelate, and 
the nobleſt Peers and Gentlemen of the Realm ? 
and afterwards applaud the Bloody Tragedy 
when committed ? Were theſe pious and worthy 
Prelates, and bright Luminaries of the Church 
of England, Laud and Sanderſon, Fuxon and Shel- 
don, Sancroft and Hammond ſtill alive, what 
would they think of theſe - Sons of the 
Church, who would preſume, in their hearing, 
to applaud the Honour and Religion of Mil- 
ton ? Milton ! whoſe principal Works were burnt 
by the Hand of the common Hangman, by 
Order of the ſupreme Council of the Nation, 
immediately after the Reſtauration, and after- 
wards by a moſt juſt Decree of the Univerſity 
of Oxford; the Author ' himſelf, for his innu- 
merable and deteſtable Treaſons, having with 
much Difficulty eſcaped a Hanging-bout at Ty- - 
Sunn; it having been debated warmly three Days 
in the Houſe of Commons, if he ſhould not 
ſuffer the ſame Fate with the reſt of his Brother- 
Regicides, than all whom put together, in the 
Opinion of ſome, Milton was more guilty, not 
only as he juſtify'd the King's Murder (O 
horrid!) after it was committed; but chiefly 


. Phraſe, Whoſe Scale will kick the Beam. 


(4) 8 5 
as he glories in his impious Writings, that he 


was the firſt Perſon who ſuggeſted the Infernal 


Advice of bringing his Majeſty before their 
Mock-high-Court of Juſtice: His Words are, 
Ego feci] Ego ſuaſi Words! for which his Name 
and Memory ought eternally to ſtink in the 
Noſtrils of every honeſt Man, and true Lovef 
of his King and Country, notwithſtanding the 
boaſted Merit of his celebrated Paradiſe Loft, a 
Poem intirely compiled from the Writings of 
others, who handled the ſame Subject before 
him, whom yet (ſuch was the Height of his 
Gratitude and Ingenuity !) he never once vouch- 
ſafed to mention. | | 
But becauſe my Antagoniſt ſeems greatly to 

prefer Milton's Sentiments in Religion to the 
Religious Sentiments of the Frantick Sons of 


Loyola (as he impudently calls the Jeſuites) ] take 


this Liberty to remind him, that Milton himſelf 
is not inferior, in the Impiety of his Doctrine, to 
the moſt Frantick Son of Loyola that ever wrote. 
For if no Part of their Doctrine is more juſtly 
odious than that where they allow of the Murder 
of Kings, we ſee Milton has actually reduced 
into Practice, what perhaps they only admit of 
in Speculation, by openly and boldly juſtifying 
the moſt horrid Act of that Kind that ever was 
committed ſince the Creation of the World: So 
that Milton in that Reſpect has gone as great 
Lengths as any Jeſuite ever did. 75 
But moreover, becauſe many Perſons, beſides 
Dr. Birch and Mr. Douglas, entertain high No- 
tions of Millon's Honour, it will not be amiſs 
to compare it with that of an antient Heathen, 
that upon a Compariſon, we may be the better 
able to form a right Judgment, whoſe Honour 
will preponderate, or to uſe our Author's quaint 


We 


f OED -: 
We are credibly informed 


7 authentick 


Hiſtorians, that Papiman, the famous Lawyer, 


refuſed to defend or juſtify before the Senate 
and Army, the Murder of Geta, commutted by 


Caracalla his Brother, Emperor of Rome, al- 


ledging by way of Excuſe; © That it was not 
8 eaſy a Thing to defend a Murder as to 
t commit it. For this honeſt Freedom, we 
are told, the Lawyer loſt his Life, If this 
Story be true (as unqueſtionably it is) how great 
the Difference betwixt the Heathen Lawyer and 


| the Chriſtian Poet If We may properly ſtyle | 


him a Chriſtian, who acted ſo unworthy of the 
Name. | 


ted by his lawful Sovereign on a Subject, or at 
moſt an equal, and that too varniſhed over 
with the ſpecious Pretence of Geta's being en- 


gag' d in a Conſpiracy againſt the Emperor's 
Life: Milton (ſuch was his Loyalty to the King, 


and Obedience to the Apoſtolical Precept) 
made no ſcruple moſt impudent}y and auda- 


ciouſly to juſtify the barbarous and atrocious 
Murder of his Rightful and Innocent Sovereign, 


committed by the Worſt of Men, and moſt in- 


famous of Uſurpers, Oliver Cromwel of corrupt 


Memory 


Let the Admirers of Milton now be aſham'd 


any longer to applaud the Honour of that 
Arch-Traitor and Regicide, when they conſider 
hovx vaſtly it ſubſides below that of a meer Hea- 

then. Tis to be fear'd that Papinian, and other 
excellent and virtuous Heathens, will riſe up in 
Judgment againſt many nominal Chriſtians, 
Pho are a Scandal and Diſgrace to their Profeſ- 


ſion, and condemn them. 


And now, tho I hope Milton's Forgery 
againſt King Charles, is proved to the Convic- 
„ G : 


tion 


Papinian would not juſtify a Murder commit- 


1 42 3 | 
ion ory candid and unprejudiced Mind, 
ind placed beyond all Contradiction; (for to 
Abita convince thoſe, who are reſolved be- 
fore hand not to be convinced, would, I con- 
feſs, be a mad, a fruitleſs Attempt ;) yet for 
the Reader's further Satisfaction in this Point, 
and in order more fully to eſtabliſh in.the Minds 
of Men the Credibility of the Fact in Queſtion, 
to diſplay the Depravity of Milton's Heart, and 
delineate: the Impiety of his Principles, I ſhall 
lay before his Eyes the Judgment and Opinion 
f ſeveral Writers of Credit concerning Milton, 
as well thoſe who happen'd to be contemporary 
with him, as others of a later Date, that People 
may e a more juſt and exact Idea of that 
extraordinary Perſon, whom the preſent Genera- 
tion of Writers, if they do not on ſome Occa- 
ſions exeem from ſome few human Frailties and 
Imperfections, have yet in the Main conſpired 
to daub with the untemper'd Mortar of un- 
bounded Praiſe, and unmerited Panegyrick, by 
applauding him as a Friend to, and a Hero and 
Champion for, the Liberties of Mankind, (when, 
God knows, all the Time, perhaps, he was 
only purſuing the private Ends of Revenge, 
Avarice, and Ambition,) in fine, by repreſent- 
ing him as all perfect, all excellent, all ami- 
able, to conclude, a Saint, an Angel, a Seraph, 
without the leaſt Mixture of Alloy, rather than 
a Man, or to ſpeak more properly, a perfect 
Devil incarnate, if any ſack ever exiſted, an 
abandon'd Monſter of Mankind, of inſatiable 
| Avarice, unbounded Ambition, implacable Ma- 
lice, unparallel'd Impudence, ſhocking Impiety, 
unnatural againſt the Parent that begot him, an 
Arch-Traytor and Rebel againſt his political 
Father, his Rightful Sovereign, in ſhort a Mur- 
derer, and an Approver and Abettor of Mur- 
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derers; bogling at no Enormity, how flagrant 
ſoever, to accompliſh his Purpoſes,” and like his 
Maſter Cromwel, compleatly verſed in, all the 
Arts of Fraud, Falſhood, Sag. ws ad Pre- 
varication; and all this white guilty of the moſt 
ſervile and abject Adulation of his deſpotick 
Sovereigns, a deſperate Crew of Lawleſs Cur- 
Throats, but to all Lawful Governors both in 
Church and State an Enemy irreconcileablé. 
This is the genuine Picture, without Altera- 
tion or Exagg geration, of John Milton, Tatin Se- 
cretary to Oliver Cromwel of infamous Memory, 
and Juſtifier of the barbarous and inhuman Mur- 
der of King Charles the Firſt, a Prince endued 


| with many admirable and amiable Qualities! A 


Picture I have good Reaſon to believe exactly 
reſembling the Griginat, drawn from his Features 
and Lineaments, I mean from his Writings and 
Actions, the trueſt Teſt of the Human Mind, 
by the Impartial Hand of able and kilful Maſ- 
ters, his Countrymen, Fellow-Citizens, and 
Contemporaries, who were perſonally acquainted 
with him, and therefore could not be miſtaken 
in their Draught, 
Now that being the Cale, to prefer the Wri. 
ters and Panegyriſts of this preſent Age, in point 
of Veracity with Regard to the Particulars of 
Milton's Life, to the Accounts of his Contem- 
poraries, would be fully as unreaſonable; as to 
rely on the famous Cardan's ironical Encomium 
on Nerv, for à true and authentic Narrative of 
that Tyrant's Life and Actions, inſtead: of de- 
riving our Information from the Writings of 
Petronius Arbiter, Tacitus, and Sueton. 
But the Evidence will ſpeak for themſelves; I 
pnly beg for them a — nin $5 
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APPENDIX 


The Judement of ſeveral Learned 


Men, C ontemporaries of Milton, 
and others, concerning his Political 5 


Weritings. 


I. Doctor. Du Monulin's Character of Milton, in 


his Book, entitled Regii Sanguinis Clamor ad 
Cotlum adverſus Paricidas Anglicanos ; or, The 
Cry of the Blood Royal to Heaven againſt the 
Eng! 1 Regicides, Hoge Comitum, 16 52. 


Tiis commonly reported, that this Man [Mil- 
ton] being expelled from the Univerſity of 
Cambridge for Miſdemeanors, to get rid at once 
of Diſgrace and his native Country, retired into 


Tay. From whence he was called Home upon 


the breaking out of the Rebellion, in hopes of 
a Revolution in the Government. For Perſons 
infamous at Home are ever acceptable to Trai- 


tors; for ſuch as deſpair of obtaining a For- 
tune with Credit amongſt Men of Probity, are 
always expected to adhere firmly to a Society 


of profligate and abandon'd Wretches. After 
his Return Home he publiſhed a Treatiſe con- 


cerning Divorces, wherein he maintains, That 
any Marriage whatever, however lawfully con- 


tracted, at the Pleaſure of either of the Parties, 
may be totally diſſolved. This Doctrine he 
watery with Impunity, in that Common- 


* in which che Ruling Maſters oo” 
_ ouſly 


ouſly challeng'd to themſelves a Licentiouſneſs 
in committing any Wickedneſs whatever, unleſs 
they alſo indulged the ſame Liberty to their 
Followers. | 4 ibis. T5 
Nor did that Deſperado ſtop there, (being 
adapted to violate all Laws whatever) but im- 
mediately from the Diſſolution of Matrimony, 


he makes a Tranſition to the Divorce of King- 


doms. For when the Conſpirators were hold- 
ing their Conſultations about the King's Life, 


and many of them ſtood aghaſt at the flagrant - 
Enormity, this infernal Miſcreant addreſſed 


them by an Epiſtle, and exhorted them, when 
fluctuating, to the Commiſſion of that unex- 
ampled Barbarity, inſiſting chiefly on this To- 
pick, That their Lives lay at Stake, and they 
„ muſt either periſh themſelves, or become the 
„King's Executioners.” Let us therefore, for 
the future, lay aſide all curious Diſquiſitions, 
who it was that cut off the ſacred Head of 
the King with the. unhallowed Ax, now we 
have found out the Butcher, who perſwaded 
that nefarious Act, who actually perpetrated 
it. I committed the Fatt, ſays he; he con- 
feſſes the Crime, he takes it upon himſelf, 
he defends it, he applauds it. This is the 


Purport of that moſt infamous Libel, entitled 


Eiconoclaſtes; in which that deteſtable Caitif in- 
ſults the ſacred, Ghoſt of King Charles. . This 
he inculcates in his impious Declamations againſt 
the Great Salmaſius, in which he varniſhes over, 
with the Maſk of Piety and Juſtice, the moſt 
enormous and execrable Paricide,. which the 
World ever witneſs'd. That fuch a Monſter 
of a Man,' and other Paricides like him, are 
permitted to Live, nay to Reign, is an Argu- 
ment of the infinite Patience of the Almighty, 
© as 
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7 . ( 46 ) 
as well as a OW, Exerciſe of ours; while 
in the mean Time we expect, that he, who will 
Hnally cruſh the old Serpent under our Feet, 
will alſo bruiſe the noxious Heads of theſe 
| Dragons, and thus at laſt reſcue his Truth and 
Juſtice from the injurious Attempts of theſe 
eb Out- Throat. | 


Il. ee Hacket's Account of Milton, 22 
bis Life of Archbiſbop Wikams, P. mk 
London, 591. F 
Indeed his Majeſty, 3 in lb Too: Baſilike, 

doth ſeem to repreſent it, as if he did not 

approve what he received from the Four-Biſhops 
at that Conſultation. And I will leave fuch 
good Men to his Cenſure, rather than contra- 
dict any Thing in that moſt pious, moſt rayiſh- 
ing. Book, which deſerves as much as Tully 
faid of Craſſus i in his Brutus, Ipſum melius potuiſſe 
ſcribere, alium, ut arbitror, neminem. Perhaps 
the King could have wrote better, but I think 
no Man elſe in the Three Kingdoms. What 

a venomous Spirit is in that Serpent Milton 

that -black-mouth'd Zoilus, that blows his 

Viper's Breath upon thoſe immortal Devotions, 

from the Beginning to the End! This is he 

that wrote with all Irreverence againſt the Fa- 
thers of our Church, and ſhew'd as little Duty 
to his Father that begat him! The fame that 
wrote for the Phariſees, That it was lawful 
for a Man to put away his Wife for every 

Cauſe! and againſt Chriſt, for not allowin ng 

Divorces ! The ſame, (O horrid ) that defend 

the Lawfulneſs of the greateſt Crime that ever 


was committed, to putour Thrice-Excellent King 
0 


| „ 

to Death! A petty School-Boy Scribler, that 
durſt grapple in ſuch a Cauſe with the Prince 
of the learned Men of his Age, Salmaſius, 
Philoſaphia univerſe delicium atque lyram ! as 
Eunapius ſays of Ammonius, Plutarch's Scholar in 
opt, the Delight, the Muſick of all Know- 
ledge! who would have ſcorn'd to drop a Pen- 
full | 

to maintain the Honour of ſo good a King, 
whoſe Merit he adorns with this Praiſe, P. 237. 
Con. Milt. De quo ſi quis dixerit omnia bona, vis 
Pro ſuis meritis ſatis illum ornaret. Get thee be- 
hind me, Milton! thou ſavoureſt not the Things 


that be of Truth and Loyalty, but of Pride, 


Bitterneſs, and Falſhood ! There will be a Time, 
when, though fuch a Shimei, a dead Dog, in 
Abiſhai's Phraſe, eſcapes for a while, yet he, 
and the Enemies of my Lord the King, will 
fall into the Hands of the Avenger of Blood: 
And that Book, the Picture of King Charles's 
innocent Soul, which he hath blemiſhed with 
vile Reproaches, will be the Yade mecum of 
Godly Perſons, and be always about them, 
like a Guardian-Angel. It is no Marvel if 
this Canker- Worm Milton is more laviſh in 
his Writings than any Man, to juſtify the 
beheading of Strafford, whom Good Men pray- 
ed for alive, and pitied him dead : So aid the 
Four Biſhops, that I may digreſs no longer, 
who pour'd the beſt Oil they could into the 
King's Conſcience, to give him Peace within 
- himſelf, when the main Cauſe was deſperate, 
and common. Fury would compell him in the 
End to ſacrifice this Earl to the Parliament. 


1 


; 18 5 þ * * 5 2 et 
ws! & * * 2 Io Ve „ 


of Ink againſt ſo baſe an Adverſary, bur 


(43) 
III. The Judgment of an Anonymous Author 
(reported by ſome to be Sir Roger L'Eſtrange) 


concerning Milton, in a Pamphlet, entitled 


No Blind Guides, in anſwer to a Seditious Pamphlet 


of John Milton's, entitled, Brief Notes upon a 


late Sermon titled, The Fear of God and the 


King; preached, and ſince publiſhed by Mat- 
thew Grifith, D. D. and Chaplain to the late 


King, c. London 1660. 4to. addreſſed to the 


Author. 
If the Blind lead the Blind, Bothſpall fallinto the Ditch, 


Mr. Milton, 

Although in your Life and Doctrine you have 
reſolved one great Queſtion , by evidencing that 
Devils may indue Human Shapes; and proving 
yourſelf, even to your own Wife, an Incubus: 
you have yet ſtarted Another; and that is, 
whether yon are not of That Regiment, which 
carried the Herd of Swine headlong into the Sca: 
And moved the People to beſeech Feſus to depart 
out of their Coaſts. (This may be very well ima- 
gined, from your ſuitable Practices Here.) Is 
it poſſible to read your Propoſals of the Benefits 
of à4 Free-State, without Reflecting upon your 
Tutours — All this will I give thee, if thou wilt 
fall down, and Worſhip me? Come, come, Sir, 


lay the Devil aſide; do not proceed with ſo 


much Malice, and againſt Knowledge : — Act 
like a Man; — that a good Chriſtian may not 


be afraid to pray for you. 


Was it not Lo that ſcribled a Juſtification of 


the Murther of the King: and made it good too, 7] 


Thus, That Murther was an Action Meritorious, 
compar'd with your Superior Wickedneſs. *T's © 
There (as I remember) that you Common-place 
| yourſe 


EE NR 
yourſelf into Set Forms of Railing, two Pages 
thick : And leſt your Infamy ſhould not extend 
irſelf enough, within the Courſe and Uſage of 
your Mother-Tongue, the Thing is dreſs'd up in 
a Travailing Garb, and Language, to blaſt the 
Engliſh Nation to the Univerſe; and to give 
every Man a Horror for Mankind, when he con- 
ſiders, Lon ore of the Race. In This, You are 
above all others; but in your 1conoclq/tes, you 
exceed yourſelf. „„ 
There, not content to ſee that Sacred Head 
divided from the Body; your piercing Malice 
enters into the private Agonies of his ſtrug- 
gling Soul, with a Blaſphemous Inſolence 
invading the Prerogative of God himſelf, 
Omniſcience; and by Deductions moſt Un- 
chriſtian, and logical, aſperſing his Laff Pieties, 
(the almoſt certain Inſpirations of the Holy Spirit) 
with Juggle and Prevarication, Nor are the 
Words ill fitted to the Matter. The Bold De- 
en being ſuited with a conform ſrreverence of 
Language. But I do not love to rake long in 
a Puddle. „ | 
To take a View in particular of all your 
Factious Labours, would coſt more Time, than 
I am willing to afford them. Wherefore I. ſhall 
ſtride over all the Reſt, and paſs directly to 
your Brief Notes upon a Late Sermon, Titl'd, 
The Fear of God and the King. 


IV. Doctor Sour}s Opinion of Milton, in his 
Sermon, entitled, Pretence of Conſcience, Ne 
Excuſe for Rebellion, Vol. 5th. Sermon 2d. 


But others more Knowing, though not leſs 
Wicked, inſiſt not ſo much upon the Warrant 
of Scripture, but plead Providential Diſpenſa- 
Fa tions: 
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(5%). 
tions: And then God's Works (it ſeems) muſt 


be regarded before his Words. And the Latin 
Advocate, [Mr. Milton] who, like a BLIND 


ADDER, has ſpit ſo much Poiſon upon 
the King's Perſon and Cauſe, ſpeaks to the 
Matter roundly. Deum ſecuti Ducem, & impreſſa 
palſim divina veſtigia venerantes, viam haud ob- 
ſcuram, ſed illuſtrem, & illius veſtigiis common- 
ſtratum & patefactam ingreſi ſumus. But muſt 
we read God's Mind in his Foot-Steps, or in his 
Word? This is, as if when we have a Man's 
Hand-Writing, we ſhould endeavour to take his 
Meaning by the Meaſure of his Foot. 


3 Dollar 
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* It muſt be confeſs'd, that to reproach a Man with a per- _ 
ſonal Infirmity, is deem'd indecent, nay ſhocking, in Con- 
verſation, and conſequently much more ſo in the Pulpit. But 
as Milton, by his own Confeſſion, loſt the Uſe of his Eyes, 
in compoſing that very Treatiſe which the learned DoQor 
condemns, as juſtifying and fomenting a moſt unnatural Re- 


|  bellion, and ſupporting the Intereſt of a Tyrannical Uſur- 


per againſt his Lawful Sovereign; however the Author him- 
elf is pleaſed to varniſh it over with the ſpecious Title of 


the Defence of the Cauſe of Liberty; 'tis likely the zealous 


Preacher conſider'd Milton's Blindneſs (nor was he ſingle in 
his Opinion) as a juſt Judgment from Heaven, for pervert- 


. ing (like another Elymas, who was puniſh'd with the like 


Calamity) the righteous Ways of the Almighty, by exerting 
his utmoſt Efforts to aboliſh the ſettled Form of Government 
in Church and State, and ſeducing his deluded Countrymen, 
(as an elegant Writer obſerves on this Subject) by 
the dazzling Charms of a falſe Rhetorick, into the danger- 
ous Quick ſands of Schiſm and Rebellion; and thereſore 
might ſuppoſe himſelf ſufficiently warranted, by the Ex- 
ample of the Apoſtle St. Pau“, in the Caſe of Flymas al- 
ready mention's, to indulge a greater Aſperity of Expreſſion, 
than he would have choſe upon any leſs important Occaſion 
to have made ule of, TY 5 


WY 


CM) 
V. Doctor Elis's Judgment of Milton, in his Latin 
T heſis, in which he impugns that Poſition of 
Milton, as impious and unwarrantable, where 
he aſſerts the Lawfulneſs of Reſiſting Superior 
Powers. | 


There is no one, in whom the ſmalleſt Spark 
of Probity remains, -but perceives as clear as Sun- 
ſhine, „That it was ſo far from being Duty in 
4 Milton, that it was a moſt conſummate Piece of 
« Villany, to undertake that Province, which he 
« fays was impos'd on him by Parliament.“ 
By the Confeſſion of the Guilty Criminal 
himſelf, in compoſing that flagitious Libel, 
(which I affirm is nothing elſe than a monſtrous 
Fabrick of Wickedneſs, erected with great Artifice 
and Subtlety, and varniſhed over with a dazzling 
Sophiſtry, and talſe Rhetorick) Milton loſt his 
Eye-Sight : The All-Righteous Deity depriving 
that Perſon of the Uſe of his Eyes, who, by his 
own voluntary Wickedneſs, had extinguiſhed in 
himſelf the internal Light of the Soul, implanted 
by God in the Conſcience. „ „ 
Thus the Divine Providence punifhed the 
affected Blindneſs of the Mind with a moſt 
horrible corporeal Blindneſs, in the Face of the 
whole World! ÞF | 


_ * — 2 — 


— 


| + This Thought is moſt elegantly and nervouſly expreſſed 

by an eminent Poet, in a ſimilar Caſe, thus. 
For ſo God would (and juſtly too, no doubt) 
'That he, who in his Soul had clean put out - 
Th immortal Lamp of all Religious Light, 
Should have his Eyes put out, ſhould loſe his Sight; 
And that his Body ſhould be outward Blinds ® _ 
As inwardly, in holy Things, his Mind ! \ 


„ Milton, 


ie te 

* + 

— — 
— --, 


N 7 * 
— — 9 — — 
* — ae . — 
r 
> — 2 3 — — — 
- — * 


o 
— $ « : 4% * 4 — 2 vor 
. a — 27 1 = — * 
« Ae „ = - r 8 . * — x +S — 2 * _ 45 20 > 
Buns * « * * s - 5 
2 8 * wh * [og — 1 * * A 2 S p 7 * * — 5 - * * * 
Pong 4 9 — - - * 1 * — 
- 2 2 — — . — aro — — iis _— — — — - 2 - _ — 2 1 
** . % N 222 — — 2 og 2 N n — * 4 Ran 
4, pgs ont a 
W * 5 bad * % ey ＋ VP 2 "4 * I » <2 © 7 7 1 — 4 — a 
. ge nn © ——— — — * 93 — i LY —— (0 * * 5 — * 
oy es ea 4 th — rus — * PIE _ ws 
£ - — 
* 


— —_ 
— net 


2 


erer 


9 
» — 
* 


— 


* » 


* = 
© 4 rt OO IL, — 


E ; is, fn 
2 ” . tas , 0 | , . N — — / _ A — þ : 8 
777 A CU IP CAT cre net 


a « + 


is. Ape 
» <0, Kyo, ater 
1 


4 


What could be a rer ls a dens | 
to. our Cou than Liberty reſtor'd to the 


People in lr Civil Concerns, . as 88 to the 


pure Worſhip of God? 


\ 


Anſwer. 420 


Notable Liberty of the People truly in that 
Kingdom, where their moſt gracious Sovereign, 
vanquiſhed in the Field of Battel by rebellious 
Traitors, is deliver'd over, firſt to Priſon, and 
afterwards to Death! The mournful Subjects, 
in the mean Time, in vain lamenting their un- 
fortunate Sovereign, haraſſed with all Injuries 
by a more than Dog-like Malice, and at laſt per- 
ſecuted to Death — his mercileſs Adverſaies, by by 


à truely diabolical Madneſs and Fury 


A ble Reſtitution of Divine 8 
utter Violation of the Divine Order of Eviſerpargt 
And a total Abolition of the Lord's Prayer, and 
Book of Pſalms, which conſtitute ſo great a 
Share in the Service of God, in the Churches! 
An Abolition deteſtable and execrable through 
all Ages! 


VI. Doctor George Bates's Kreme of Milton, & in 
bis Treatiſe, entitled, Elenchus Motuum 
Nuperorum; ; or, A Summary View. of the Late 
Commotions i in England. London, 16606. 


They [the Regicides] employ the mercenary 
Pen of the Son of a certain Scrivener, one Milton, 


from a muſty Pedant, vampt intoa new Secretary, 


whoſe chief Talent lay in Satyrs and Libels, his 


Tongue being dipped in the blackeſt and baſeſt 
ail ng ; us 
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Venom't This Man they employ” to forge” + 


Eiconoclaſtian, or Image-breaking, and by his 


ſpiteful and malicious Wit to publiſh a Defence 


of the King's Murder againſt Salmaſus. — 5 


VII. Doster Sk inner's Account of Milton, in bis 
Treatiſe, entitled, Motus Compoſiti, or, The 
Commotions Settled, London, 1676. * 


What Pity it was, that that bold Orator, or 
rather Bagpiper, Milton, was out of the Way at 


the ſnameful Obſequies of the Traytors? That the 


ſame Hand, which (reproaching all Kings in 
Latin) vindicated the Party, and juſtify d in 
writing the Crimes of the Parricides, now might 
(though a ſurly-lookt School-Maſter) have ei- 
ther made a funeral Oration for the Dead, or 
ſung their Praiſes in Hanging Elegies: His 
Poetry ſurpaſſing his Oratory, eſpecially when 
he treated of ſuch monſtrous Subjects. F 


+ The Doctor, when he mentions Monfirous Sabjeas 
without doubt alludes to the groſs Deſcriptions of impaſſible 


and incorporeal Spirits, with which Miltos every where 


pollutes the Imagination of his Readers, as well as debaſes 
| his Subject For it muſt be remember'd, that when De. 
Skinner wrote, the Ara of Milton's Glory was not com- 
enc'd ; the People of his Age being not ſo complaiſantas to 
agine, Milion's compiling a Poem from the Writings of 


ottiters, or even ſuppoſing he was the Author of it himſelf 


{which yet, impartially conſider'd, is no other than a con- 
fuſed Medley of Images ſacred and profane, ludicrous and 
ſerious, real and fictitious: A deteſtable Combination of 


Ideas! highly unbecoming the Majeſty of Almighty God, 
the Honour of Chriſtian Rel gion! This certainly is the 


Ofinin of the late celebrated Monfieur Rollin, the great Dr. 


Bentley, and the learned and judicious Mr. Clare of Hull, 
three as eminent Criticks as any now living, concerning that 


famous Burleſque of Sacred Hiſtory) ſufficient to counter- 
ballance the infinite Damage occaſion'd by Three pernicious 


and deſtructive Libels, compoſed and publiſhed by the ſame 
Author, I mean, his impious Vindication of King Charles's 


VIII. Mr. 
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(34) = 
VIII. MF. Winſtanley's Account of Milton, in 
bis Lives of the Engliſh Poets. London 1687. 


FJobn Milton was one, whoſe natural Parts 
might deſervedly give him a place amongſt the 
principal of our Engliſb Poets, having written 
two Heroick Poems, and a Tragedy ; namely, 
Paradiſe Loft, Paradiſe Regained, and Sam ſon 
Agoniſtes. But his Fame is gone out like a 
gay | | 185 Candle 


Murder, his execrable Piece, entitled Iconoclaſet, and ano- 
ther Brat of equal Infamy, called. The Tenure of Kings 
and Magiflrates, in which he no leſs impudently than wick- 
edly aſſerts the Lawfulneſs of the horrid and monſtrous 
Doctrine of King killing. 
When Mr. Vinſtanely wrote in this Manner, we may 
be abſolutely certain, he was entirely ignorant (as well as 
the Reſt of Mankind) of Milton's unbounded Plagiariſms; 
otherwiſe we have good Reaſon to believe, he would not 
have been backward in taking notice of them. For my 
Part, I fincerely believe, that Milton has the ſame Claim to 
Invention (the - principal Jewel of the poetical Crown) in 
compoſing theſe three Poems mentioned by Vinſtaneh, 
(the Diſpoſition and Conſtruction of them alone excepted) 
that Mr. Sandys, Mr. Dryden, and Mr. Pope have in their 
"Engliſh Verſions of Ovid, Virgil, and Homer. The chief 
Difference betwixt Milton and them ſeems to conſiſt in this 
Circumſtance, that what they tranſlated from one Greel, and 


two Latin Originals, the other compiled from a great Variety 


in many Languages. This is my Opinion ſincerely, let others 


think as they Will. | 


The excellent Mr. Sandys, befides Ovid, has favour'd the 


Learned World with an Engliſs Tranſlation of a noble 


Tragedy of the incomparable Grotius, entitled Chriftus 
Patiens, Milton has tranſlated the 9 e of Buchanan, 2 


very elegant Performance alſo. Let the Compariſon be made 


betwixt theſe two Fngliſo Verſions when it will, Mr. Sandys's 


I believe will be found to be the exacteſt and moſt elegant 


of the two. They differ indeed in one material Circum- 


tance, namely, Gratitude and Integrity; as Mr. Sandys in- 
genuouſly confeſſes his Performance to be a Tranſlation only, 


while Milton publiſhed his Verſion of the Bapriftes as an Ori- 


ginal Work of his own. As the Maſters theſe two 


Gentlemen ſerved were widely different, in like manner We 
perceive by this Inſtance the Servants were ſo too. 


(55) 
Qaandle in a Snuff, and his Memory will always 
Jer which might have ever lived in honour- 
able Repute, had he not been a notorious Tray: 
tor, and moſt impiouſly and villanouſly belyd 
that Bleſſed Martyr, King Charles the Firſt. 


IX. Mr. Langbaine”s Account of Milton, in his 5 
- Lives of the Engliſh Dramatic Poets. Lon- 
don, 1691. p | 185 j 


John Milton, an Author that lived in the 
Reign of King Charles. the Martyr. Had his 
Principles been as good as his Parts, he had 
been an Excellent Perſon ; but his Demerits to- 
wards his Sovereign have very much ſullied his 
Reputation. He has writ ſeveral Pieces both 
| in Proſe and Verſe; and amongſt others two 
Dramas, of which we ſhall firſt give Account. 


X. My. Alexander Fyffe's Account of Milton, 
in his Tragedy, entitled, The Royal Martyr. 
Edinburgh, 1713, » 


Thus far Salmaſiuss Antagoniſt Milton, who 
after all his Virulency both in Verſe and Proſe 
againſt Salmaſius, has at laſt told us, that he got 
an Hundred Jacobuſes from King. Charles the 
Second, when in his Exile, for writing that 
Defenſio Regia pro Carolo primo, But he has for- 
got to tell us, That he himſelf got a Thoufand 
Pounds Sterling from the Negicides and Uſurpers, 
for writing his wicked Iconoclaſtes. And if Au- 
Thors are to be rewarded conform to the Bulk or 

Merit of their Performances, thoſe who are ac- 
quainted with theſe two Books, may eaſily 
judge which of the Authors deſerved moſt. Be- 
ſides, that every one is left to his own Charity, 
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not a Judgment from God, for his writing that 


Tronoclaſtes, as is more fully related in his Lite: 


„ 
HI tom oe the King-Killers. London, of > 


Joby Milton, poetical pernicious Rebel, was 
tam 3d Broad-Street, in London, on the gth of 
September, 1608, being the Son of John Milton, 
a Scrivener in the ſame Street, his Mother's 


Name Sarab, of the Family of the Bradſbacvs. 


This John was educated at St. Paul's-School, 
and thence at 15 Years of Age ſent to Chrift- 
College at Cambridge, where he would fit up till 

Midnight at his Study. By this his indefatigable 
Labour he advanc'd in Learning, writ feveral 
Poems; paraphras'd ſome of David's Pſalms, and 
perform'd his Collegiate and Academical Exer- 
diſes. When he had taken the Degrees in Arts, 
he left the Univerſity of his own Accord, as his 


Friends pretend; but others ſay he was expell'd 


for Miſdemeanors. Then retiring to his Fa- 


| ther's Houſe in the Country, he ſpent ſome 


time in turning over Latin and Greek Authors, 
and ſometimes repairing to London, to be in- 
ſtructed in Mathematicks and Muſick, in whick 


laſt he improv'd far, = tobe able u c 


poſe a Song, or Leſſon. After Five Years ſpent 
in this manner, his Mother being dead, he tra- 
velFd into Za/y, in tle Year 1638. In his Way 


he was at Pars, but not liking that Place, he 


went to Geneve, per e to — himſelf in 
Calvinifiical Notio Rebellion. Thence he 
proceeded to ſee all the Chief Cities of Italy, 


and then return'd into England, having ſpent. 


£ Ree" and Three Months in 1 his Travels. In 
London 


ts) 


"Londen: be fattled in an Houſe in St. n 


Church-yard, near Fleet-Street, and the Rebel- 


= lion ſoon after breaking out, Milton fided with 
the Faction, and being a Man of Parts was 


therefore more capable than another to do Miſ- 


chief, eſpecially by his Pen, as ſufficiently ap- 


pears by thoſe Things he publiſhed: At firſt 


he was a Preſbyterian, and a moſt virulent Op- 


poſer of Prelacy, the eſtabliſhed Eccleſiaſtical 


Diſcipline, and Clergy. Soon after he Tet on 


Foot, and maintained very odd-and unchriſtian 
Poſitions concerning Divorce, and then taking 
part with the Independents, he advanc'd in his 
Antimonarchical Principles, a bitter Enemy to 


King Charles the Firſt; and at length arriv'd 
to that monſtrous and unparallePd Height of 


profligate Impudence, as in print to juſtify the 


moſt execrable Murder of his Righttul Sove- 


— 


reign. For ſuch good Services he was made 
Latin Secretary to the Parliament, and then be- 
came a Commonwealth's Man, a great Hater of 
all that look'd towards a ſingle Perſon, and a vile 
Reproacher of the Univerſities, Scholaſtical De- 
grees, Decency, and Uniformity in the Church. 
When Oliver Cromwel aſcended the Throne, he 


forgot all his Commonwealth-Principles, and 


Averſion to a ſingle Perſon, for he only hated 
the Right, and became Latin Secretary to that 


Uſurper, wherein he prov'd very ſerviceable to 


him. 


When the Independents had got the King in- 


to their Hands, and the Preſbyterians in ſpight 


began to clamour againſt them, he then pub- | 
liſh'd a moſt infamous Libel, call'd, - The Tenure 
of Kings and Magiſtrates; proving that it is 
lawful, &c. to call to an account a Tyrant or 
King, and after due Correction to depoſe and 
3 1 put 
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( 58) 
put * to Death, &c. London, 1649-50. Such 


an helliſh Author was this, to aſſert in Print 


the Right of Subjects to murder their Sovereigns ! 


Having committed that Murder on his Per- 


ſon, he alſo endeavoured to deſtroy that Prince's 


Reputation, by Writing another virulent Libel, 


entitled, Iconoclaſtes, being an Anſwer to his Ma- 
jeſty's Book, called Eicon Bafilike, Salmaſius, a 

Profeſſor in Holland, having publiſhed a Book 
he call'd Defenſio Regia pro Carolo primo, Rege 
Angliæ, in Vindication of that Murder'd Mo- 
narch, Milton anſwer'd him in a moſt traiterous 
Manner ; but it pleas'd God to ſtrike him Blind, 
before the Work was finiſh'd ; and as Blind he 


was in his Soul as Body, for he never repented _ 


of all his Villainies. 

Yet this highly applauded Poet, and moſt in- 
famous Traytor, and on that account the more 
cry'd up by his wicked Brethren, was ſuffer'd af- 


ter the Reſtoration to die undiſturbed in his 


Houſe at Bunhill, near London, of a Fit of the 
Gout, on the gth of November, 1674, and was 
buried, with his Father, in St. Giles's, Cripple- 


gate. 


XII. Mr. Bevil Higgons's 3 of Milton, 


in his Short View W * Hiſtory. LO 
1724. 
In this ber [thoſe who = excepted in 
the Act of Indemnity, paſt at the Reſtoration 
of King Charles the Second) we find Hugh Pe- 


ters, who being half-Buffoon, and half-Mad- 


man, ſeem'd a much greater Object of Mercy 

than Milton, who was ſav'd for fome Reaſons 

I could never hear. This wicked Perſon had un- 

doubtedly an equal Hand in the King's Boop 
| 1 wit 


I 
with the Judges themſelves, who paſs'd the Sen- 
tence; if Writing in Juſtification of a Crime 
may be reckon'd a Guilt : The laſt Offence has 
this Aggravation in it, of not only endeavour- 
ing to wipe away the Blackneſs and Odium of 
the Crime, but to exhort an Imitation of the 
Example. However, he found ſo much Reſpect 
to his Parts and Learning, as to be only inca- 
pacitated from bearing any Office during Lite: 
After the King's Murder, he loſt his Sight; it 
| ſeeming equitable that he himſelf ſhould want 
Eyes, who, by the dazzling Light of a falſe 
Rhetorick in his impious Writings, had blind- 
ed ſo many of his deluded Countrymen, and 
led them into the Ditches of Error, Schiſm, 
and Rebellion. . 1 3 


XIII. Mr. Aaron Hill's Fudement of Milton, in 
his Letters lately publiſhed, 


To. Mr. R- 1. May 29, 1738. 
Dear Sr, 


I return you the two Volumes of Milton's 
proſe Writings, without having been able to. 
break through them, tho* I ſtruggled (with a 
ten times repeated reſolution) to make way 
againſt the points and the hardneſſes, which 
have made him impregnable to my patience. 


What a prodigious Enthuſiaſm has Poetry ? 


that can lift a Man out of himſelf! Who could 
dream of the Paradiſe Loſt, among the dry and 
coarſe proſe of its Author? What a Rapture 
and Greatneſs in the Poem ! What a Meanneſs 


and Malice in the Diſcourſes! There was never 


any Thing fo like Milton, as the Devil he de- 
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feribes in his Pdeery-t poſſeſſing the Stienath 
and Harmony of , with a Hill chat car- 
ried Hell in its purpoſes 

I am not able to pardon, much ef am I cap- 
able of admiring him. I am ſhocked in eve 
Page by a ſucceſſion of the moſt virulent Fund- 
ziciſms. I find him a Hater of Power, only 
becauſe born under a neceſſity of obeying it. 
What a Difference between Harrington and him 
one, regarding ſound Principles, overlook'd but 
the Seaſon, and the Subject, he would have 
worked on improperly ; whereas the other had 
no Ground, no Foundation for natural Liberty; 
but indulging a licentious Independency on Re- 
ligion, on Manners, or Policy, was for pulling 
down Authority, till it came to-his Level ; that 
his Anger might have nothing to fear, nor his 


Pride a Superior to flatter, 


Add th all; Wit his Style is intolerable: He 


is affected, ſuperficial, and crabbed : There is 


a Malignance of Nature in his Thoughts, and 
a Depravity of Manners in his Expreſſions ; in 
ſhort, he is Selfiſh, Arrogant, and ge, 2 


Conceited, Sophiſtical, and Odious. 


How mach kinder had it been in Mr. To- 
land, and our late Reverend Editor, [Dr. Birch} 


to have permitted him to ſleep in his. Duſt ? 


They have gather'd his Fragments together, 


like the Limbs of ſome Sinner, at the Reſur- 


rection, which are only reſtor'd to be damm d, 


and might have been ſafe, if oy could have 


enjoyed their Obſcurity. 
Jam nevertheleſs obliged to you, however, 


for ſending me the Book; and muſt ſay of it, 


as the Blackamore did to the Midwife. when 


the ſhew'd him his Wife's new-born Hoy, in 
came 


(6) 


& came out of a Place that I love, and if it was 


not ſo ugly, I could fs 27. my 


Would to God, you had half as much Health, 


as Milton had Malice ! If I knew a e Win. 
you ſhould have it, from 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt abi 
| 8 Humble Servant, oY 
4. Hill, 


Such i 18 Milton ! Let us now, by way of Con- 
traſt, take a view of that 3 Prince, 


whom that Son of Calumny has ſo malicioufly aſ- 


perſed with his unhallowed Breath; that we may 


de able to form a right Judgment, which of 


the two alternatives ſeems moſt probable, namely, 
whether the King was guilty of Plagiariſm, 
in transferring a Prayer from Sir Philip Sidney's, 
Arcadia into his Devotions; or Milton of a 

falſe Accuſation, in bringing ſucha Charge againſt. 
the King, and conſequently of the blackeſt Act 
of Forgery that ever was committed. 


x A Campechenive, tho? Compendious 
Character of the late Royal Martyr, King 
| Charles the Firſt, of ever-bleſſed Memory, de- 
lineated by. one of the moſt Eminent Divines 

of the 2 of England. 


hs was a David, a Saint, a King, but never 
OO Some of all the Royal Blood in 
_ Chriſtendom 


» Doctor . 


i 


fb „ 4 
Chriſtendom ran in his Veins; that is to ſay, many 
Kings went into the Compoſition of this One 
Potentate: His Education and Improvements were 
commenſurate to his Extraction: He was accu- 
rate in all the recommending Excellencies of 
human Accompliſhments ; able to deſerve, had he 

not inherited a Kingdom: Of ſo controuling a 
Genius, that in every Science he attempted, he 
did not ſo much ud) as reign, and appeared 
not only a Proficient, but a Prince. 8 

His own Performances make good this Afſ- 
ſertion, and ſpeak him as much an Orator, 
as a Monarch. Theſe are compos'd with ſuch 
an uninterrupted, and unfailing Accuracy; ſuch 
. a commanding, majeſtic Pathos; as if they had 
been written, not with a Pen, but with a Scepter. 
As it is hard to counterfeit the Spirit of Ma- 
jeſty, and the inimitable Peculiarities of an in- 
communicable Genius and Condition; fo are 
ſome of his Works ridiculouſly . imputed to' 
others; they did not write them, becaute they 
could not. . C 
At the Council Board, he had the Ability ſtill. 
to give himſelf the be Counſel, but the un- 
happy Modeſty to diffide in it: Indeed, his only 
Fault; for Modeſty is a Paradox in Majeſty, and 
Humility a Soleciſm in Supremacy. 

Look we next upon his Piety and unparallel d 
Virtues; tho', without an Abſurdity, it may be 
affirm'd, that his very Endowments of Nature 
were ſupernatural: So pious was he, that had 
Others meaſur'd their Obedience to Him, by his 
Obedience to God, he had been the moſt ab/o- 
jute Monarch in the World: As eminent for 
frequenting the Temple, as Solomon for building 
One: So firm to the Proteſtant Cauſe, that tho 
he convers'd in the Midſt of Temptation, 2 

1 ge be 
a 


N 8 
if dis very Boſom of Spain; a tho? "Fam lay 
in Hrs ; yet could nothing ſhake him, but that 
he eſpous d the Cauſe of Religion, even more than 
his beloved Queen. 


He fitted every Way the Title under which he 


25 pray'd for. He could defend his Religion as 


a King; diſpute for it as a Divine; and die for it 


as a Martyr. 


This eminent Piety of ki was adorn'd with the 


whole Train of moral Virtues. His Temperance was 
ſo great and impregnable, amidſt all theſe Al- 
lurements, with which the Courts of Kings are 
apt to melt, even the moſt foical and reſolv'd 
Minds, that he did, at the ſame Time, both 
teach and upbraid the Court; ſo that it was not 
ſo much their own Vice, as his Example, that ren- 
der'd their Debauchery inexcuſable. Look over 
the whole Liſt of our Kings, and take in the Kings 
of + {/rael to boot, and Who ever kept the Bond 
of Conjugal Affection ſo inviolate? David was 
chiefly eminent for repenting in this Matter; 
Charles for needing no Repentance : None ever ap- 
pear'd of greater Fortitude of Mind, which was 
more reſplendent in the Conqueſt of himſelf, 
and in thoſe miraculous Inſtances of paſſive Va- 


lour, than if he had ſtrew'd the Field with all the 
Rebels Armies; and to the Juſtneſs of his own 


Cauſe, had join'd the Succeſs of theirs ; and yet 
withal ſo meek, ſo gentle, ſo merciful, and that 
even to a Cruelty to himſelf, that, if ever the 
Lion and the Lamb dwelt together, if ever Cou- 
rage and Meekneſs were united, it was in the 


* of this Toe Perſon. 


This, in my Judgment, is a true and exact 


Picture of the King, and tho' ſeemingly a very 
. one, and 1 finiſned by a 


maſterly 
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